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GREEN BAY, WI - Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-WI) yesterday sent a letter to the
Department of Education Secretary Miguel Cardona to express his concerns
regarding new grant criteria that would provide federal funding to support
teaching “culturally responsive” education, a methodology closely associated with
critical race theory, in classrooms. The letter urges the Secretary to reconsider this
guidance and asks for responses to four questions about how these teachings would
be implemented.

The letter states, “CRT, like “culturally responsive” education, is racist. By teaching
our children to view everything through the prism of race, we not only fail our
students, but also move further away from the dream of a colorblind society and
towards a future in which race, not merit, determines the way society evaluates
individuals.”

Click HERE for a PDF of the letter, which was first reported at Empower Wisconsin,
or read the text below:
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Dear Secretary Cardona:

As the 2020-2021 school year comes to a close, education leaders at the local, state, and national levels need to be laser-focused on ensuring our students do not stay
irreversibly behind. Unfortunately, rather than put all hands on deck to save our students from the devastating impacts of school closures, | am concerned that you would
instead prioritize racist pedagogy and anti-American revisionism through your recently proposed rule on American History and Civics Education under the auspices of
“culturally responsive” teaching, a key product of critical race theory (CRT).

CRT, like “culturally responsive” education, is racist. By teaching our children to view everything through the prism of race, we not only fail our students, but also move
further away from the dream of a colorblind society and towards a future in which race, not merit, determines the way society evaluates individuals. Indeed, many of the
claims advanced by critical race theorists (e.g., that concepts such as objectivity, hard work, delayed gratification, and the nuclear family are aspects of “Whiteness”) can
be hard to differentiate from extremist rhetoric we would rightly reject from White supremacists. By framing nearly every aspect of American society as racist, CRT
obscures healthy, difficult, and necessary conversations about racism in America, both past and present.

Learning from our mistakes, including grappling with the legacies of slavery, is necessary. Yet, what CRT champions fail to understand is that the scourge of racism is in
tension, not harmony, with the universal values laid out in the Declaration of Independence. While America has not always lived up to those values, when it has mattered
most, our nation has manned the ramparts of freedom against totalitarian evil while promoting a free and prosperous international order. This is a legacy of which all
Americans should be tremendously proud and that should be taught in the classroom.

Great Americans like Frederick Douglass and Martin Luther King Jr. changed the world through, not in spite of, the American idea. They could see past the sins of their
respective eras to the unlimited potential of our founding principles. Each year, naturalized citizens in Wisconsin swear faith and allegiance to these ideas, just as millions of
others have across history. With that in mind, | respectfully request answers to the following questions:

1. The original intent of the American History and Civics Education is to “support efforts to improve the quality of American history, civics, and government education by
educating students about the history and principles of the Constitution of the United States, including the Bill of Rights.” The 1619 Project was heavily disputed by scholars,
including a fact checker who contended that her input was totally ignored. Its curricular materials encourage students to selectively erase portions of seminal founding
documents to make them fit a partisan narrative. Its architect, Nikole Hannah-Jones, has declared that her deepest goal is to “get White Americans to stop being White.”
She also implies in The 1619 Project’s opening essay that Asian-Americans against affirmative action are ungrateful. Given these red flags, how does The 1619 Project
represent an improvement in American history education? Do you share Hannah-Jones’ deepest ambition?

2. In How to Be an Antiracist, Ibram X. Kendi argues, “The only remedy to racist discrimination is antiracist discrimination. The only remedy to past discrimination is present
discrimination. The only remedy to present discrimination is future discrimination.” Do you agree?

3. Should CRT-influenced history be taught uncritically? If not, which texts would you place in dialogue with it to prompt discussion over their premises and facts?

4. Your proposed rule lauds “identity-safe” practices, citing a book by Becki Cohn-Vargas and Dorothy Steele. Those authors have argued that colorblindness makes
students unsafe. Presumably, the Department of Education prides itself on evidence-based policymaking. Is the Department of Education aware of any studies that suggest
treating students equally, regardless of race, endangers them?

We are blessed to live in the greatest nation in the history of the world. It is not a perfect nation, but it is a good nation. American students deserve to love and appreciate
their country so that they will be motivated to preserve and protect its best qualities while always striving to improve upon its deficiencies. | urge you to reconsider the
proposed grant criteria and ensure that federal funds do not support critical race theory or associated teaching methodologies.

Thank you for your attention and | look forward to your response.

S/F,

Rep. Mike Gallagher



