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WASHINGTON - On Wednesday, The Blaze published an op-ed by U.S. Sen. Ron
Johnson (R-Wis.) regarding the horrific attack during the Waukesha Christmas
Parade.

The full op-ed can be found here, and excerpts are below.

“On Sunday, Nov. 21, a Christmas parade, intended to initiate a season of peace on
earth and goodwill toward men, turned into a nightmare and a slaughter of
innocents. Families with their children who came to see Santa Claus, high school
bands, and the Dancing Grannies instead witnessed a horror that will leave a
lifelong psychological scar. First responders and law enforcement who rushed in to
administer first aid and compassionately deal with the broken bodies and broken
spirits will also be scarred for life.”

“| attended the prayer vigil to offer my sincere condolences and whatever help |
could, knowing that except for those providing medical and spiritual healing, there
was not much anyone else could do.

“On Friday, | received a call from one of the individuals | spoke to Monday evening.
There was growing concern that outside individuals or groups from the more radical
ends of both sides of the political spectrum might come to Waukesha as agitators
and stir up trouble — potentially leading to violence. After what Wisconsin


https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.theblaze.com/op-ed/sen-ron-johnson-the-truth-behind-my-statement-on-the-waukesha-massacre

A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

experienced in Kenosha, this was not a concern to take lightly. | was asked if there
was anything | could do to help dissuade that kind of disruption. | spoke to others
about writing and issuing a bipartisan release, and they agreed it would be helpful.

“So | reached out to Sen. Tammy Baldwin to see if she would join me in issuing it.
After reviewing and suggesting a small edit, she agreed to join, and we issued the
release on Saturday. | certainly felt that officials in Waukesha had enough to deal
with and the last thing they needed was protests that could result in violence and
further suffering.”

“Unfortunately, our bipartisan appeal has been misinterpreted, misconstrued, and
criticized. Some conservative voices have inaccurately portrayed it as denying the
reality that the homicides in Waukesha could have been avoided were it not for low
bail policies or that they may have been politically motivated. The joint release was
not denying reality. In fact, the release called for a thorough investigation, full due
process, prosecution, and punishment to the full extent of the law.

“In addition, during numerous media appearances shortly after, | said the homicides
and assaults never should have happened and that the catch-and-release policies of
the political left were resulting in more crime and greater violence. Somehow those
statements of mine were overlooked by some who are justifiably outraged by the
bias in the media and the glaring disparity in the coverage of violence depending on
which side of the political spectrum the perpetrators may come from.”



