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WASHINGTON — On Wednesday, U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) sent a letter to
Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID), Dr. Rochelle Walensky, Director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), and Dr. Janet Woodcock, Acting Commissioner of the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) regarding President Biden’s announcement of vaccine
mandates in both the public and private sectors without making any exceptions for
those who have been previously infected with COVID-19 and have natural immunity.

“On September 9, 2021, President Biden announced vaccine mandates in both the
public and private sectors without making any exceptions for those who have been
previously infected with COVID-19 and have natural immunity,” the senator wrote.
“When asked to comment on the effectiveness of natural immunity against the virus
based on recent studies from Israel, Dr. Anthony Fauci stated he did not ‘have a real
firm answer’ on that. AlImost 20 months into the pandemic, it is shocking that the
chief medical advisor to the president does not have a firm grasp on the
effectiveness of natural immunity, but still promotes freedom-robbing vaccine
mandates. This administration clearly does not want the public to question whether
natural immunity is more effective than vaccines. As President Biden revealingly
declared, the vaccine mandate ‘is not about freedom or personal choice.” This
administration’s decision to disregard the effectiveness of natural immunity and
demand vaccination ignores current data and is an assault on all Americans’ civil
liberties.”


https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/

A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

The full text of the letter can be found here and below.
September 15, 2021

Anthony S. Fauci, M.D.

Director

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
5601 Fishers Lane

Bethesda, MD 20892

Rochelle P. Walensky, M.D., MPH

Director

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road

Atlanta, GA 30329

Janet Woodcock, M.D.

Acting Commissioner

Food and Drug Administration
10903 New Hampshire Ave

Silver Spring, MD 20993

Dear Drs. Fauci, Walensky, and Woodcock:


https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/0ADD063C-ADE0-40DC-BD7C-6739B1F49852
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On September 9, 2021, President Biden announced vaccine mandates in
both the public and private sectors without making any exceptions for those who
have been previously infected with COVID-19 and have natural immunity.™! When
asked to comment on the effectiveness of natural immunity against the virus based
on recent studies from Israel, Dr. Anthony Fauci stated he did not “have a real firm
answer” on that.”) AlImost 20 months into the pandemic, it is shocking that the
chief medical advisor to the president does not have a firm grasp on the
effectiveness of natural immunity, but still promotes freedom-robbing vaccine
mandates. This administration clearly does not want the public to question whether
natural immunity is more effective than vaccines. As President Biden revealingly
declared, the vaccine mandate “is not about freedom or personal choice.”® This
administration’s decision to disregard the effectiveness of natural immunity and
demand vaccination ignores current data and is an assault on all Americans’ civil
liberties.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) have openly admitted that they have not fully studied
natural immunity, while also promoting vaccination over natural immunity. The
CDC recommends that, regardless of prior infection status, individuals should be
vaccinated as “experts do not yet know how long you are protected from getting
sick again after recovering from COVID-19.”" The FDA has also stated “[a]t this
time, researchers do not know whether the presence of antibodies means that you
are immune to COVID-19; or if you are immune, how long it will last.”™

Recent studies in Israel, however, appear to show that natural immunity may
provide similar or even better protection than vaccines in the fight against
COVID-19. In one preprint study, researchers found that, in terms of protecting
against COVID-19, previous SARS-CoV-2 infection provided similar protection
compared to the BioNTech vaccine.'” Another preprint study from Israel found that
individuals with previous infection had 13 times the protection from the Delta
variant than fully vaccinated, previously uninfected individuals.”! The same study
found that there was a 27 fold increased risk for symptomatic breakthrough
infection in vaccinated individuals compared to reinfection for individuals with
natural immunity.®

The Israeli studies are not alone in suggesting the potency of natural immunity.
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Earlier this year, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) published an article about a
January 2021 study from the La Jolla Institute for Immunology with the headline
“Lasting immunity found after recovery from COVID-19.”®" The article stated that
the researchers found that more than 95 percent of those who recovered from
COVID-19 had durable immune system memory of the virus up to 8 months
later.*” The article noted that “the results provide hope that people receiving
SARS-CoV-2 vaccines will develop similar lasting immune memories after
vaccination,”™"

According to the CDC, an estimated 120 million Americans had been infected with
COVID-19 as of May 2021."* The CDC itself acknowledges that immunity to a virus
can occur “through infection with the actual disease (resulting in natural
immunity).”""* | was tested for antibodies and found that seven months after
having an asymptotic case of COVID-19, my serology is positive for antibodies
against SARS-COV-2 at roughly the same level as an individual that has received
the Moderna vaccine.™ My experience seems consistent with the previously
mentioned January 2021 study that found immune memory to SARS-CoV-2 lasted up
to 8 months after infection.” Some researchers and studies have found that
natural immunity from COVID-19 could last years or potentially decades.!®

To better understand Dr. Fauci’s, FDA’s, and CDC's positions regarding
natural immunity from COVID-19, | request the following information:

1. Approximately 20 months into this pandemic, why have U.S. health agencies
not fully studied COVID-19 natural immunity?

1. Please explain why Dr. Fauci supports vaccine mandates for all individuals
without apparently considering studies that show the effectiveness of natural
immunity against the virus.

1. Did Dr. Fauci recommend to study the protection offered by natural immunity
prior to President Biden’s decision to impose vaccine mandates? If not, why
not?
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1. Did FDA and CDC consider the January 2021 NIH article titled, “Lasting
immunity found after recovery from COVID-19,” or other studies on natural
immunity, when deciding that individuals, regardless of previous COVID-19
infection, should be vaccinated? If not, why not?

1. Does the FDA and CDC agree with the World Health Organization’s statement
that “[a]vailable scientific data suggests that in most people immune
responses remain robust and protective against reinfection for at least 6-8
months after infection”? " If not, why not?

2. Is the FDA or CDC aware of any adverse events in previously infected
individuals that have been vaccinated? Please provide a complete list of these
adverse events.

1. How many Americans received a vaccination after having COVID-197? If this
data is unavailable, please explain why.

1. Provide the current estimated total number of infections of COVID-19 in the
U.S.

1. Do the FDA and CDC dispute the findings of the two Israeli studies cited in this
letter? If so, please provide the data that contradict these studies.

2. Provide the estimated number of breakthrough infections in vaccinated
persons versus reinfections in previously infected persons.

1. Please explain why “antibody testing is not recommended to determine
whether you are immune or protected from COVID-19.”"*"

1. Has the FDA or CDC examined the duration of natural immunity compared to
vaccine immunity? If not, why not?

Please provide a response no later than September 29, 2021. Thank you
for your attention to this urgent matter.
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Sincerely,



