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Named co-leader of Wisconsin Medicine Institute for Clinical Trials

MADISON, Wis. - Nasia Safdar, MD, PhD, has been named the University of
Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health’s inaugural associate dean for
clinical trials and the research director of the new Wisconsin Medicine Institute for
Clinical Trials, a joint venture between the school and UW Health.

As associate dean for clinical trials, Safdar, professor of medicine, UW School of
Medicine and Public Health, and infectious disease specialist, UW Health, will work
to create the most efficient and user-friendly environment for clinical trials,
including support and recognition of those who engage in this important area. She
will work directly with the School of Medicine and Public Health faculty, departments
and centers to assess opportunities and priorities for this vital research.

In her role as research director of the Wisconsin Medicine Institute for Clinical Trials,
she will join Betsy Nugent, MSPH, CCRP, director of the Wisconsin Medicine Institute
for Clinical Trials, and chief clinical research officer for UW Health, in advancing the
development of this endeavor supported by the school, UW Health and
UW-Madison. The institute focuses on expanding clinical trials on the UW-Madison
campus, creating the optimum environment for industry partnerships and
investigator-initiated studies.

“l am delighted to take on this new opportunity to continue our momentum in
bringing clinical trials to patients in an efficient and sustainable manner,” Safdar
said. “Working with investigators and other partners to build our capacity for clinical
trials is a high priority that | am particularly excited about.”
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The new role builds on Safdar’s success in research and clinical trials. An expert on
infections that can stem from receiving certain types of medical care, she leads
multiple studies and trials on the effectiveness of fecal microbiota transplantation to
reduce these infections, such as those caused by the bacteria Clostridium difficile.
Among other accolades, in 2017 she earned a prestigious President’s Early Career
Award for Scientists and Engineers and an NIH Director’'s New Innovator Award.

Safdar has also played a leading role in advocating for community and patient
safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, in addition to leading a COVID-19 prevention
research study. Called SHIELD, the study is seeking to determine whether
commonly used oral and nasal antiseptic, in addition to personal protective
equipment and hand hygiene, can prevent infections in frontline healthcare and
other essential workers.

Clinical trials are at the epicenter of innovation and care advancement for the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and UW Health, and Safdar will play a key role in
this effort, according to Robert N. Golden, dean, UW School of Medicine and Public
Health.

“Dr. Safdar’s vast experience in research and clinical trials, together with her
impressive track record in academic and clinical leadership roles, makes her an
exceptional addition to the school’s leadership,” he said.


https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURQ47QzwzVgvtPW-2FdJPVREEifq5x1lrZY28lbQYijUejUU15UemsqIK2UZZeG6Q8B-2BXdFHUoKTNA1OaXcQR9GmJu0eRlqf1zjQ1hzpC-2BB3vC9MvDjU0JEt9nGg-2FsbCrBVg-3D-3DboJi_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9boUbbZdVMH4KCS-2BKjQqjlwjeGpiQ60z0NCTimVwomi9E0FliVTqVP4-2B-2FK13yP3wPIGVFPgjWbOwBtArn4woEqHVEm4lkRQ-2F2r9qqh-2FiLRGW7R22BZ2FelRWoahDoo-2FOjOcow3h1fO8rP7maKbFaniKGwtAzah1rPGnshN3ldVlQxGp-2FdyaXX79Gm4TROnkhEQUaloxOZ1KTBrtZkvNq-2FNsw-2BZOCU2DwCwBL-2FgVAvCRjJNDixwNHR89VtjQ1Oh78g-3D-3D

