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Madison, Wis. — This week, the Wisconsin Legislature’s budget office announced
that due to Republicans’ failure to increase education spending, Wisconsin is at risk
of losing $2.3 billion in federal pandemic relief funding – $800 million more than
initially anticipated. If Republicans continue to put politics over people by refusing
to invest in our students, all 421 Wisconsin school districts are at risk of losing
critical funds from the American Rescue Plan.

This asinine move from Republicans comes as a report from the Legislative Fiscal
Bureau shows an “unprecedented increase” of $4.4 billion in the state’s revenue –
meaning the legislature can make a historic investment in the state’s rainy day fund
and still invest in K-12 education, job creation, and other aspects of the governor’s
Badger Bounceback agenda.

Under Gov. Evers’ budget proposal, the state’s education funding would rise by $1.6
billion, which would fully secure the federal aid. In partnership with the Biden
administration, Democrats will further support Wisconsin education by passing the
American Families Plan — which will increase Pell Grants for 88,500 students in
Wisconsin, provide universal pre-school, and invest in teachers.

Democratic Party of Wisconsin Executive Director Nellie Sires released the following
statement:

“Every second Republicans waste on their political posturing, money for our
students and teachers flies out the window. By refusing to fully fund our schools,
Republican lawmakers are failing families across the state and depriving

https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXTEBokwJ0izHXMWrpJl2hHye7lo0fezlxviSKf1aXdyyz2Bp4n9O4nf7Y1DKbZ32mije2UOd5tEODoIKF0L2QsNPf93RC81u1lV6YB2x7Xbp9UNrSV6M0sZaOtvMR1xVZc4OoGMZmeh09wQzxBh_X-I84ub6sftjKxD0DBPLEqWaPOk4U9Yq4paSN3WgOYnjEIhG0_Zq1u6Fs5VX2m1CUSIGWB2xTBChOkvPKo9rCD0TYdMdgw7XptRuDpAGY-ehfLG9CmyliGHWirBNIjAePImiBsEPC_jcHceA0WC-L_2A4OlKcGETNQkJa5Rq-e96TPqpf0TnPKrPIVmPKNy_D3vsrQ2Ee3vL4uT6s6pWAlgKPd_dUMRdoimjJbYwX2VcURypqKScRo1NO-FCP1goXOqbiZsyjh0ykNWnHLS1DnMw_Dkvmv1pStegKIwn_es1pubp-XOEpkaBPhQ4836AwPgH8MIIYVgla7MM2JTzOO_xflSERkL38rEPOHA1qtGyWA/3co/AaTnRletQxussb1V70_Fwg/h0/lOXWBROGLqZvCipv8UegggwzhxgKwYvXqT6tNEnfddw
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXTEBokwJ0izHXMWrpJl2hHye7lo0fezlxviSKf1aXdyyz2Bp4n9O4nf7Y1DKbZ32mije2UOd5tEODoIKF0L2QsNPf93RC81u1lV6YB2x7Xbp9UNrSV6M0sZaOtvMR1xVZc4OoGMZmeh09wQzxBh_X-I84ub6sftjKxD0DBPLEqWaPOk4U9Yq4paSN3WgOYnjEIhG0_Zq1u6Fs5VX2m1CUSIGWB2xTBChOkvPKo9rCD0TYdMdgw7XptRuDpAGY-ehfLG9CmyliGHWirBNIjAePImiBsEPC_jcHceA0WC-L_2A4OlKcGETNQkJa5Rq-e96TPqpf0TnPKrPIVmPKNy_D3vsrQ2Ee3vL4uT6s6pWAlgKPd_dUMRdoimjJbYwX2VcURypqKScRo1NO-FCP1goXOqbiZsyjh0ykNWnHLS1DnMw_Dkvmv1pStegKIwn_es1pubp-XOEpkaBPhQ4836AwPgH8MIIYVgla7MM2JTzOO_xflSERkL38rEPOHA1qtGyWA/3co/AaTnRletQxussb1V70_Fwg/h0/lOXWBROGLqZvCipv8UegggwzhxgKwYvXqT6tNEnfddw
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/dSCQfi9FLISmU3ZE3bfPhjWoNBHiIbIBma5bKJA5Moq9kTj7xVreI5_5yYkanLNbIqFV1h4Vo5WBHsiHOKqMfH57y38s6xCk1-gFRRdOWg4jLh6yjm-BieNDbBuFXD11MGSj03zzKxYC8eirEtAqgg0NZ6Z3Fh2s4jWBi7YaT8f58dBO9GYoHD91ZnPAhlMZ9MnoT5h8bMaK8gEewPB9ftamRhoKAyAGnhG4sHwtgqlxuesNqqxseNeV-GG1FvuhD6y2cmR_XWc1FBgbWtfU97u3uiX1MqrWHNMgegMR_GvLYOPAU3kfbhjFf5nEy3ChKopAwVYXmz4YQOigPP6Nd8g5RCtDlC960DHDVm3uepwfsDDvlIBD9iTTgKHAQi0WmzgqBSj0ylj6G8kkA2ElRzBZ2YEiZ5HnTzpV2pY6G3sPm3SZxn34EcKwZXHBRr8YVm8oflAN7eRizrqfuU20Jg/3co/AaTnRletQxussb1V70_Fwg/h1/mBTH0RBrhp0DDZvLfrDmw1DSlwayOhFqAZv4URkd9Ck
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDLfq7EYUDkT5eGGYECuKVH3_65eIGbwwOCypkWJd3uWKYgRcjTsalRkAWO-rhzrrf-of2EnV39hStpfKKsfE_rmJ4mW5OQrmzIkRBin_AhzmHRY_POnNbW6wJMs6U0lP7bS8mDYEQ9_tACz5XhcnJ67pJxRuNMYZw6vBVRyXVFlBTuNI9FSQs7PcNYY0d2njDUnE8MIeORPDLY1no1NWwjmdRV87FH182XRkdzU0kLI0fx-_dTYsXFfXsVvlq3GlOM7dtSQiFT2CxzvLSfHKJpm2NecwsfDVNcvbLFen583cY6nVjZqYdSghDLaMMaxchyHodwrMe-cfGyrNjLKsV754Bz1qsNd1cXyOQjJT8ejAVXPX8uh_TBEMtvOwr43wM6zOQ5FdSWP7smrRTb7BPNscQ0KFCnExcOoNB6EyKEZJWdyM0VLQLvcmv8FqsZCwyEzq9qQb-pjD1oahCo13IiCh1IBxv5PiHrRX8z8ZKr7s9O_jJUfl2S6DtWUCu36aHg/3co/AaTnRletQxussb1V70_Fwg/h2/AcHLlqH1PnQoT6FLPBsQHCq2-ewGpD-NPqofFDzEyWI
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDLfq7EYUDkT5eGGYECuKVH3_65eIGbwwOCypkWJd3uWKYgRcjTsalRkAWO-rhzrrf-of2EnV39hStpfKKsfE_rmJ4mW5OQrmzIkRBin_AhzmHRY_POnNbW6wJMs6U0lP7bS8mDYEQ9_tACz5XhcnJ67pJxRuNMYZw6vBVRyXVFlBTuNI9FSQs7PcNYY0d2njDUnE8MIeORPDLY1no1NWwjmdRV87FH182XRkdzU0kLI0fx-_dTYsXFfXsVvlq3GlOM7dtSQiFT2CxzvLSfHKJpm2NecwsfDVNcvbLFen583cY6nVjZqYdSghDLaMMaxchyHodwrMe-cfGyrNjLKsV754Bz1qsNd1cXyOQjJT8ejAVXPX8uh_TBEMtvOwr43wM6zOQ5FdSWP7smrRTb7BPNscQ0KFCnExcOoNB6EyKEZJWdyM0VLQLvcmv8FqsZCwyEzq9qQb-pjD1oahCo13IiCh1IBxv5PiHrRX8z8ZKr7s9O_jJUfl2S6DtWUCu36aHg/3co/AaTnRletQxussb1V70_Fwg/h2/AcHLlqH1PnQoT6FLPBsQHCq2-ewGpD-NPqofFDzEyWI


communities of much-needed pandemic relief.

“It has become clear that while Democrats work for the people of Wisconsin, leading
us out of this pandemic and providing relief to protect families and small
businesses, Republicans continue to work for no one but themselves. Their latest
failure to secure federal funding for Wisconsin schools can be added to a laundry list
of proposals designed to better the state that they have denied Wisconsin families
— including the expansion of Medicaid, legalizing marijuana, raising the minimum
wage, and getting rid of tax loopholes for the wealthy. Our Democratic leaders will
continue to fight for Wisconsinites as Republicans continue to fight for… no one.”

Wisconsin Republicans leading the joint finance committee are making a habit of
putting federal funding at risk. Here are all the things Wisconsinites have lost out on
due to Republicans’ negligence, in addition to the $2.3 billion currently at risk:

$1.6 billion from the federal government in exchange for expanding
BadgerCare that the governor planned to put toward desperately needed
economic development projects
$167 million in estimated tax revenue from legalizing marijuana, that could go
towards funding expenses like rural schools
$838 million for state government by getting rid of tax loopholes for the
wealthy

For anyone counting – the GOP has already cost Wisconsin an estimated 2.7 billion
in revenue.
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