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Yesterday, the Wisconsin State Journal reported that Wisconsin GOP U.S. Senator
Ron Johnson suggested Social Security and Medicare should be turned into
discretionary spending — leaving these entitlement programs that millions of
Seniors and people with disabilities rely on susceptible to Republican
budget cuts each year. 

Despite its overwhelming popularity, Republican have repeatedly floated cuts and
changes to programs like Medicare and Social Security in recent years.

This is not the first time Johnson has proposed a plan to put Medicare and Social
Security on the chopping block. So far this cycle, he has praised NRSC Chair Rick
Scott’s policy roadmap which would “sunset” Social Security and Medicare “within
five years” — calling it a “positive thing.” He was also instrumental in the
construction of Trump’s billionaire tax cut that cut Medicare funding. And the
multimillionaire who slashed his own taxes and has doubled his wealth in office is a
longtime critic of Social Security, having repeatedly (falsely) labeled it a “Ponzi
scheme.”

Wisconsin State Journal: Ron Johnson calls for turning Social Security,
Medicare into discretionary spending programs

By Alexander Shur | August 3, 2022

Key Points:

https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcurME5HPOpcolkaxHRtLNZRK40-2Bt54Gx-2FXZq4aOo9pnac9hffr35cNtlyfP4NTkpXVfTvhNpwqBHigcBhFHH6FUc-2BljrWiIl2NIx5SQ5563eY4JYRW4nOQx6l-2BE020JaKGXvfhw5A9-2BQYfGD52b8yBvWYz4RMqn1MYofduSLMY48ZD0lUIgQLD0OL2ObF80MkXxpmiPE-2BKtZkwS24yfl1jV7bvc6wUkW5uABjkGI6t4Vn9mOf5c9gyVxggzserF3w-3D-3DcU6m_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCj4HkEwToIGE2b-2B1aefwpPhJKMvZC5AtlFcJdfJGKarNEu0hc3kdgbIbMqeT1t0pXZRp-2BFHbsT48KefjcQ0IEYFecU20zL4ciuu-2Fa3JTGQjH7PrXlyQEPwtQC9Nfq6xFXvPOwaVLRedtur-2B-2FR5aCQpw-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9keYaR3EufLyrY-2Bs-2FpQrR2XauBAYf77a3unrliQ1Zy0NYt-2BtHMQVaTEkFl6ObZJHpnfppdPpVIbnTS-2FoCtJXeiWsWn0UO0Y-2F1SKl9PqGj8CqUskUEf8N-2BXmbvAP3kQeRp5T87mHWReyN2V4ty17fzS1-2BcRr2RDKuLluvK11FafJSDusB_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCnPMkYHPLJmq2Bxdp1qn-2F4IGB4b572oXjFk9yLpzhmvSR5-2FoYRkvZjD4i0FV3g5-2B0-2BYWPjmWww83LKz9SP57mBsB2gAMfRav4Ldm-2BAV2zp37k9JjyCCGTzR-2BscGNADdTgXYaYzb18HgN-2FNGmFW6WbPQ-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9keYaR3EufLyrY-2Bs-2FpQrR2XauBAYf77a3unrliQ1Zy0NYt-2BtHMQVaTEkFl6ObZJHpnfppdPpVIbnTS-2FoCtJXeiWsWn0UO0Y-2F1SKl9PqGj8CqUskUEf8N-2BXmbvAP3kQeRp5T87mHWReyN2V4ty17fzS1-2BcRr2RDKuLluvK11FafJSDusB_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCnPMkYHPLJmq2Bxdp1qn-2F4IGB4b572oXjFk9yLpzhmvSR5-2FoYRkvZjD4i0FV3g5-2B0-2BYWPjmWww83LKz9SP57mBsB2gAMfRav4Ldm-2BAV2zp37k9JjyCCGTzR-2BscGNADdTgXYaYzb18HgN-2FNGmFW6WbPQ-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVitN4TYAFElOsJh78Hzod0XvEIU3amBmHfZPDCJADEfek0dpsIgTP9F1cp4rVjB-2BY6PtxwShH6yNvpYy1waHDO7z-2Fgz8Vcdu88vEmZkshJau0ZXaG1TYLawI6HN-2BP090kmc-2FI3dkuY49pS1yjVDWYRqkJ9gn79mTyM1wPWfHNGKQqAZUYHsQJ1y-2FrzGtSq-2Fa2S3I2cLdMuAi7AgPBZ0w6shjoyUrlp6HCZaeZAzMiXLKuUUvIBd-2Fe1uWLnSvNrzEd-2BvQgiaR0YDBVLM2RiofWfAKQcSZqErlRMtAcBAQTu98lgyav-2Fl2XGZ-2FbzpVsjA2PYiQ583uMmlxiTq3Nu1-2FSI34BxG8-2FslZL-2Bpa2UCmHvgUQc096aI4OE07LY1hBFuhbXuOQNE7llbgtcTIoop6Yg-3Dq-8x_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCn7VvL5RCq-2FvYzC2wE4lU78D5BeApOjxkH3zFClHG4ayEGrUIDAqXpg1RjOE26Dgul4QOJklN-2BE1bwmOmt90lmuF5lShNIDoVSgbvdKFCBmskvVwkUlLo-2Fo4f-2FDzdEn73Fx27kEX4QZtBak8NHl97tc-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVitN4TYAFElOsJh78Hzod0XvEIU3amBmHfZPDCJADEfek0dpsIgTP9F1cp4rVjB-2BY6PtxwShH6yNvpYy1waHDO7z-2Fgz8Vcdu88vEmZkshJau0ZXaG1TYLawI6HN-2BP090kmc-2FI3dkuY49pS1yjVDWYRqkJ9gn79mTyM1wPWfHNGKQqAZUYHsQJ1y-2FrzGtSq-2Fa2S3I2cLdMuAi7AgPBZ0w6shjoyUrlp6HCZaeZAzMiXLKuUUvIBd-2Fe1uWLnSvNrzEd-2BvQgiaR0YDBVLM2RiofWfAKQcSZqErlRMtAcBAQTu98lgyav-2Fl2XGZ-2FbzpVsjA2PYiQ583uMmlxiTq3Nu1-2FSI34BxG8-2FslZL-2Bpa2UCmHvgUQc096aI4OE07LY1hBFuhbXuOQNE7llbgtcTIoop6Yg-3Dq-8x_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCn7VvL5RCq-2FvYzC2wE4lU78D5BeApOjxkH3zFClHG4ayEGrUIDAqXpg1RjOE26Dgul4QOJklN-2BE1bwmOmt90lmuF5lShNIDoVSgbvdKFCBmskvVwkUlLo-2Fo4f-2FDzdEn73Fx27kEX4QZtBak8NHl97tc-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSVbSdX6TMR3UDtILWm3r-2FozgD7NXWLYMDwNaFusRVGKM5Y9RhRAOihJ7k-2BnP5oZu0c99yufFyM9xtOgwjucLCBJ3l1E-2FRCzMvYhSQ-2F2XMHyOqXQ_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCgNDSxJjTwzXr9Yn4lJFwP1k9y4oCj99RlyedQpTmU-2F-2Fig9Xb4hBB0ToWhQFJs5piZmA2sOo71uaKdMuElVXuB1zoya6T9bDCyvNB8K10zH2ZY2dlHqbvdgwe2BKV-2BlO-2F6l-2BNvwN1N7ZKWFAvsFDuvA-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSVbSdX6TMR3UDtILWm3r-2FozgD7NXWLYMDwNaFusRVGKM5Y9RhRAOihJ7k-2BnP5oZu0c99yufFyM9xtOgwjucLCBJ3l1E-2FRCzMvYhSQ-2F2XMHyOqXQ_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCgNDSxJjTwzXr9Yn4lJFwP1k9y4oCj99RlyedQpTmU-2F-2Fig9Xb4hBB0ToWhQFJs5piZmA2sOo71uaKdMuElVXuB1zoya6T9bDCyvNB8K10zH2ZY2dlHqbvdgwe2BKV-2BlO-2F6l-2BNvwN1N7ZKWFAvsFDuvA-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSVbSdX6TMR3UDtILWm3r-2Fr5xjWaGrKVwTjHlrQisaSWUA4gEdSr0M0LL2OgRaGzW6w2rGDCxRw0K1pY6rXTsv3oKP7eiSdEF-2BBgf3hnivPk6i9B-2FCGa2CmTGP7x5i5vojYt-2F1dYWHIIyQWnQW5pCVDwz4I-2FkZk-2BeNboWQYM1kM1e5vx_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCjy1AXU7rkXdfUXCueselT8kQmIdT4S3r9FPM2SpoAgVO1klNIZqeO1WCxWxL7VhWZ71VcwmpPNgQmaKKSsalD3kPVUND0lJ8CMqugZV9aRIyvxAUCMY-2FaDUW1lFwXz8RkgCpvuS6PFLlMRPzqmLkXc-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUb0WKJYXMlwI63AuWFMrf8IvK8t5M9DddVSJyGMHXP8F-2FGk-2FP2Y0sZrmYJ3ZM3fcMaMhevZgaEW7ukpR9fhXKbWVAExKtMhkaP1k-2BnBr-2FTLlhNLRE3-2FEaHpSk-2FZz83jjnA-3D-3D5k31_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCiWy1MUNTWuDK2K-2FYZTs3FPC1O2qRjUPg-2F5o4iEeb29yekbdHVtjhBkidOYF4yyczmuEptpiUQjwqjD6-2FeIZJIFF0iIhURe0sqTcAdb4IayRuU4iSVgwqfg1cnnSsgoPVjM-2B-2Fl8AHsNQQQaXDM8dfIg-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcurME5HPOpcolkaxHRtLNZRK40-2Bt54Gx-2FXZq4aOo9pnac9hffr35cNtlyfP4NTkpXVfTvhNpwqBHigcBhFHH6FUc-2BljrWiIl2NIx5SQ5563eY4JYRW4nOQx6l-2BE020JaKGXvfhw5A9-2BQYfGD52b8yBvWYz4RMqn1MYofduSLMY48ZD0lUIgQLD0OL2ObF80MkXxpmiPE-2BKtZkwS24yfl1jV7bvc6wUkW5uABjkGI6t4Vn9mOf5c9gyVxggzserF3w-3D-3D84ZX_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCjo8nW9mssFppDwJYbbYViJM9ybSdZiELdHTsJy5tK-2FxaburYvhlN2Lt0Ns3LqJ69nhPl72tjHsczx4r32U-2FzwmZfzIstKha9yytOPgNFmw-2FiAvczBKVDotV1uzRIQn06LM2xh2E3SC-2BuH0PjQLnrNs-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcurME5HPOpcolkaxHRtLNZRK40-2Bt54Gx-2FXZq4aOo9pnac9hffr35cNtlyfP4NTkpXVfTvhNpwqBHigcBhFHH6FUc-2BljrWiIl2NIx5SQ5563eY4JYRW4nOQx6l-2BE020JaKGXvfhw5A9-2BQYfGD52b8yBvWYz4RMqn1MYofduSLMY48ZD0lUIgQLD0OL2ObF80MkXxpmiPE-2BKtZkwS24yfl1jV7bvc6wUkW5uABjkGI6t4Vn9mOf5c9gyVxggzserF3w-3D-3D84ZX_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUQJfzFAd2LhkHb6i9xaomMA-2BaHam-2FC7tthG-2BqjPos394pT4cLc3vcwwtgOgFd-2BWUmhZmYPMXcSJID0ZbqjQmRCjo8nW9mssFppDwJYbbYViJM9ybSdZiELdHTsJy5tK-2FxaburYvhlN2Lt0Ns3LqJ69nhPl72tjHsczx4r32U-2FzwmZfzIstKha9yytOPgNFmw-2FiAvczBKVDotV1uzRIQn06LM2xh2E3SC-2BuH0PjQLnrNs-3D


“Saying programs like Social Security and Medicare suffer from improper
oversight, U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson on Tuesday called for turning every
government program into discretionary spending programs, meaning Congress
would have to allocate funding for the programs each year.”

“‘What’s mandatory are things like Social Security and Medicare,’ Johnson, R-
Oshkosh, said on the ‘Regular Joe’ show Tuesday. ‘If you qualify for the
entitlement, you just get it no matter what the cost. And our problem in this
country is that more than 70% of our federal budget, of our federal spending,
is all mandatory spending. It’s on automatic pilot.’” 

“‘It never, you just don’t do proper oversight. You don’t get in there and fix the
programs going bankrupt, it’s just on automatic pilot. What we ought to be
doing is we ought to turn everything into discretionary spending so it’s all
evaluated so that we can fix problems or fix programs that are broken. ‘Again,
as long as things are on automatic pilot we just continue to pile up debt,’
Johnson added, saying massive deficit spending was sparking inflation.”

“Johnson’s comments came during a conversation about a measure to expand
medical care eligibility for veterans who may have been exposed to toxins
from burn pits. Republicans opposed the bill for including a provision that
would move spending from the Department of Veterans Affairs’ discretionary
budget to its mandatory budget, not subject to congressional reauthorization,
which they said would allow for unrelated and wasteful spending.”

Read the full report here.
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