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Welcome to our weekly DC Wrap, where we write about Wisconsin’s congressional
delegation. Sign up here to receive the newsletter directly:
https://forms.gle/YLYZtJWHPSt24HhZ7

Quotes of the week

“Jan 6 committee uncovered texts that Sen. Ron Johnson wanted to assist in the
fake elector scheme to destroy our democracy. Sadly, I’m not shocked; it’s clear
that he has never been as interested in helping WI as he is w/amplifying
conspiracies & representing the radical fringe.”
– U.S. Rep. Gwen Moore, D-Milwaukee, in a tweet responding to evidence U.S. Sen.
Ron Johnson’s staff wanted to hand-deliver an alternate slate of electors from
Michigan and Wisconsin to former Vice President Mike Pence.

“I had no involvement in an alternate slate of electors. I had no idea this’d even be
delivered to us, got delivered staff to staff. My chief of staff did the right thing,
contacted the Vice President’s staff. They said they didn’t want it so we didn’t
deliver it.”
– Johnson in a CNN video saying a staff intern delivered the slate of fake electors
and the issue is a “non-story.” 

This week’s news

— Johnson denies involvement in his office attempting to deliver a slate of
alternate GOP electors to Pence.

Johnson Chief of Staff Sean Riley wanted to hand-deliver to Pence slates of alternate
electors for Michigan and Wisconsin in the 2020 election, according to text
messages the Jan. 6 Committee revealed Tuesday.

https://forms.gle/YLYZtJWHPSt24HhZ7


In 2020, 10 Republicans in Wisconsin — along with Republicans in six other states
— submitted an alternate slate of electoral votes in favor of Donald Trump despite
President Joe Biden’s victory. 

The messages show a discussion between Riley and Pence aide Chris Hodgson
about delivering the electors:

“Johnson needs to hand something to VPOTUS please advise,” Riley wrote.

“What is it?” Hodgson replied.

“Alternate slate of electors for MI and WI because archivist didn’t receive them,”
Riley said.

“Do not give that to him,” Hodgson responded.

Johnson spokeswoman Alexa Henning on Twitter said Johnson had “no involvement
in the creation of an alternate slate of electors” and had “no foreknowledge” that
the electors would be delivered to his office. Henning said Riley contacted Pence’s
office.

“The Vice President’s office said not to give it to him and we did not. There was no
further action taken,” Henning said. “End of story.”

Johnson said he personally had nothing to do with his staffer attempting to deliver a
slate of fake electors to Pence.

The Oshkosh Republican told CNN’s Manu Raju a House intern delivered a package
to his office meant for Pence. Riley, who is also a former Trump campaign staffer,
then texted one of Pence’s staff asking if he should deliver a slate of fake electors.

“Again, I wasn’t involved, I don’t know what they said, but somebody from the
House delivered it to a staff member in my office,” Johnson said. “My chief of staff
called the vice president: ‘hey we got this,’ and the vice president said ‘don’t
deliver it,’ and we didn’t.”

—  In response to the Jan. 6 Committee revelation, Wisconsin Dems in
Washington, D.C., slammed Johnson. 

“Trying to deliver fake electors to Vice President Pence on #January6th is direct



support for Trump’s conspiracy to overturn the will of the people in Wisconsin,” the
U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Madison, said in a tweet.

In response to an article saying Johnson did not know the alternate electors would
be delivered to his office, U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan questioned if Johnson was
condemning the false claim that Trump won the 2020 election. 

“Is this @SenRonJohnson’s way of finally condemning the Big Lie, Trump’s role in
advancing it, and asking for the prosecution of fake electors? Asking for a state,”
the Town of Vermont Dem tweeted.

See Henning’s tweets. 

See the CNN video.

See Baldwin’s tweet.

See Pocan’s tweet.

— Wisconsin’s senators split along party lines Tuesday in a procedural
vote on gun legislation that would require more thorough background
checks for young gun buyers.

In a 64-34 vote that included Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., in
favor, the Senate moved toward a debate on the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act.
The measure would provide grants to states willing to include juvenile records in the
National Instant Criminal Background Check system used for gun background
checks.

It would also create more penalties for straw purchases, and provide more funding
for mental health care, crisis intervention efforts and incentives for states to pass
red flag laws.

U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Madison, in a tweet said she’s proud to support the
legislation aimed at reducing gun violence, moving the Senate “from doing nothing
for 30 years to doing something.”

“This is a positive step forward to help save lives,” she said.

Johnson voted against the measure and told WisPolitics.com in an emailed

https://twitter.com/alexahenning/status/1539324091970248704
https://twitter.com/mkraju/status/1539409932277235713
https://twitter.com/SenatorBaldwin/status/1539336119665496066
https://twitter.com/repmarkpocan/status/1539334261613989892


statement he takes issue with the incentives for red flag laws.

“This bill provides resources to states to adopt red flag laws without requiring
sufficient due process to those accused – thereby eroding 2nd amendment
protections,” he said. “I simply cannot support it.”

See Baldwin’s tweet.

See the bill.

See the vote.

— U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan praised the House’s passage of a measure that
would expand protections against those who wish to harm president’s
spouses to more than just wives and widows.

The Town of Vermont Dem in a floor speech ahead of the voice vote said change is
long overdue to offer protections for family members of future presidents who may
have spouses who are not straight women. The measure would change language
defining which presidential family members are protected from threats by law.
Pocan said it’s critical to change the language to prepare for possible future leaders.

“Some day there could be a President Kamala Harris, or Elizabeth Warren, or Amy
Klobuchar, or Tammy Baldwin, or Pete Buttigieg; or President Nikki Haley, or Kristi
Noem, or Liz Cheney,” he said. “The words in law matter. It is critically important
that federal law recognizes that we could one day have a president who is not a
man, or even a straight man, and that they and their families deserve equal
protections under the law.”

Current language only offers protections against those who wish to commit bodily
harm to a president’s wife or widow. The proposed measure would replace wife or
widow with spouse. 

See Pocan’s tweet and floor speech.

— Baldwin and a bipartisan group of lawmakers are introducing legislation
to reauthorize a cancer early detection program.

The Screening for Communities to Receive Early and Equitable Needed Services for
Cancer Act would reauthorize the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early

https://twitter.com/SenatorBaldwin/status/1539406145143676933
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/bipartisan_safer_communities_act_text.pdf
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1172/vote_117_2_00235.htm
https://twitter.com/repmarkpocan/status/1539358451264102400


Detection Program. The NBCCEDP is a program that provides breast and cervical
cancer screening and diagnostic services for women who are low-income,
uninsured, and underinsured who do not qualify for Medicaid. 

“Cancer plagues every corner of the country, but with proper screening and
treatment, lives can be saved and families can continue to be whole,” the Madison
Dem said in a release. “The NBCCEDP has a proven track record of providing
preventative and diagnostic cancer services nationwide, saving patients and
taxpayers money, and most importantly, saving lives.” 

The NBCCEDP is a partnership between the CDC and state departments of health.
This program has provided breast and cervical cancer screening and diagnostic
services to more than 6 million women, detecting nearly 75,000 breast cancers and
almost 4,000 premalignant breast lesions.

The SCREENS for Cancer Act was introduced by Baldwin, GOP U.S. Sen. Susan
Collins of Maine, and Dem Rep. Joe Morelle of New York and GOP Rep. Brian
Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania. 

See the release.

— Two Dem-aligned groups announced they are boosting their TV buys in
Wisconsin’s U.S. Senate race by more than $6.8 million.

Senate Majority PAC had previously announced a $12 million commitment to the
state. It is now adding $3.4 million to that buy.

Meanwhile, the 501(c)(4) Majority Forward is adding more than $3.4 million to its
Wisconsin buy in addition to the $2.2 million already placed.

Combined, the two are now planning to spend more than $21 million in Wisconsin.

It’s the latest sign of the huge amounts of money expected to pour into Wisconsin
for this fall’s U.S. Senate race. The National Republican Senatorial Committee has
reserved $9 million in ads with another $2.6 million in hybrid ads with U.S. Sen. Ron
Johnson’s campaign. Meanwhile, One Nation, a GOP-aligned group, has announced
nearly $9 million in issue ads for Wisconsin.

The latest boost from Senate Majority PAC and Majority Forward is part of an
additional $38 million the two groups are putting into six states: Arizona, Georgia,

https://www.wispolitics.com/2022/u-s-sens-baldwin-collins-morelle-fitzpatrick-lead-colleagues-in-introducing-legislation-to-increase-access-to-lifesaving-cancer-screenings/


Nevada, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. The first four are Dem held
seats, while Pennsylvania’s seat is open after Republican Pat Toomey decided
against seeking reelection.

The groups said they also will continue to book online and digital ads in addition to
the TV spots.

See the release.

— U.S.Johnson and the NRSC yesterday launched a new ad buy knocking
President Joe Biden as inflation rises. 

The narrator in the 30-second video that’s part of a seven figure ad campaign airing
on TV stations and digital platforms statewide says commodity prices are increasing
and “we’re all paying the price for Biden’s massive deficit spending.”

“Ron Johnson has the courage to say no to spending that is mortgaging our
children’s future,” the narrator continues.

See the release and ad.

Posts of the week

It’s always encouraging meeting with @WIHospitalAssn about the
importance of ensuring access to health care services for rural
#Wisconsinites. #WI06 pic.twitter.com/wdyRW5n2GP

— Rep. Glenn Grothman (@RepGrothman) June 21, 2022

Thanks to @USDA Under Secretary Jenny Lester Moffitt for coming to
America's Dairyland to announce $20 million for Wisconsin’s Dairy
Business Innovation Alliance led by @WICheeseMakers and @WICDR. And
thanks to @CraveBrosCheese for the #MadeinWI �#DairyPride
#JuneDairyMonth pic.twitter.com/wO7VMiFqgI
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— Sen. Tammy Baldwin (@SenatorBaldwin) June 21, 2022

Over the weekend, Rep. Gallagher joined Suring American Legion Post
283 in celebrating their 100th anniversary. He also presented members of
Post 283 with an entry he made in the Congressional Record on their
behalf to commemorate this important milestone.
pic.twitter.com/LEvQlo82n6

— Rep. Gallagher Press Office (@RepGallagher) June 21, 2022

In my neck of the woods, we be-leaf trails like the Ice Age deserve the
same recognition and funding as other National Scenic Trails. To summit
up: the National Scenic Trails Parity Act would give them just that.

Disagree? Well then take a hike ��� pic.twitter.com/FxcJtz4c7A

— Rep. Mark Pocan (@RepMarkPocan) June 22, 2022

Wisconsin’s First Congressional District’s Health Care Worker of the Year
Nominations are now open! Visit my website for more details.
pic.twitter.com/L0kUcTXgSb

— Bryan Steil (@RepBryanSteil) June 21, 2022

Wishing all the participants of Badger Girls State an awesome week in
Oshkosh! This annual government and leadership conference with
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@ALAforVeterans helps build future leaders. pic.twitter.com/EVhDedia3F

— Senator Ron Johnson (@SenRonJohnson) June 20, 2022

Hanging with my father, Elroy, who is getting ready for Packers football.

Happy Father’s Day to all the dads across Wisconsin and the nation!
pic.twitter.com/k6qxHqf9zC

— Archive: Rep. Ron Kind (@RepRonKind) June 19, 2022

ICYMI

Who or what’s to blame for high gas prices? Sen. Johnson and Sen. Baldwin weigh
in 

There are 8 House races in Wisconsin, and Democrats aren’t even competing in two
of them

GOP lawmakers say economic growth hinges on border security

Bipartisan effort honors the Hmong community

Grothman Leads Wisconsin Delegation on Bipartisan Hmong Congressional Gold
Medal Act

Senator Bernie Sanders takes CNH Industrial to task over UAW strike during rally
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