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DC Wrap: Pocan says NDAA spends
too much on military while Gallagher
touts extra spending over Biden’s
ask

Posted on Thursday, Jul 14, 2022

Welcome to our weekly DC Wrap, where we write about Wisconsin’s congressional
delegation. Sign up here to receive the newsletter directly:
https://forms.qgle/YLYZtYWHPSt24HhZ7

Quotes of the week

“Let’s stop rewarding the building of amphibious vehicles that sink, unready
projects like F-35 that still have hundreds and hundreds of recognized deficiencies
that have not been addressed.”

- U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan, D-Town of Vermont, in a floor speech demanding Congress
in the latest National Defense Authorization Act reduce military spending to direct
saved funds toward addressing other issues such as climate change and cyber
security.

“I'm very concerned about the inability of any of the services to meet their
recruiting goals. And we’re going to have to spend a lot of time thinking about that
problem, and how we fix it before we proactively lower standards because at the
end of the day, not withstanding any advance in technology, it all comes down to
the men and women that volunteer and risked their lives to defend this country.”

- U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher, R-Allouez, in a floor speech touting additional defense
spending over what President Joe Biden asked for in the NDAA expected to see a
House vote later today.

This week’s news

— The House is expected to vote on the National Defense Authorization
Act tonight with Wisconsin’s delegation split on how much should be
spent on the military.


https://forms.gle/YLYZtJWHPSt24HhZ7
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The Congressional Budget Office earlier this month said the NDAA sits at roughly
$840 billion, but members of Wisconsin’s delegation want to change the measure
with some amendments. Republican U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher, of Allouez, says he
wants the measure to pass as it includes several of his provisions to increase
funding for Fincantieri Marinette Marine to build a new Navy frigate and for Oshkosh
Defense to produce more wheeled tactical vehicles.

Other Gallagher-authored provisions would help service members keep their
military benefits after refusing to be vaccinated against COVID-19. The U.S. Army
announced last week roughly 62,000 unvaccinated National Guard and Army
Reserve troops would not receive pay or benefits and would be barred from service.

The House Armed Services Committee member in a floor speech touted the
additional spending over President Biden'’s initial $802 billion ask, but warned the
military must focus on training personnel.

“This is a critical time for U.S. national security,” he said. “Our enemies are on the
march, and we are being asked to hold the line. And it’s absolutely critical that
Congress stays focused on the defense of this country, and does not allow the
defense of this country to be politicized in the way other issues have.”

Democratic U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan, of Town of Vermont, wants to add two
amendments that combined would drop the topline number by $137 billion. One
amendment would drop spending by $37 billion to match the $802 billion Biden
proposed in his budget, while the other would reduce defense spending by $100
billion.

Pocan in a floor speech said federal defense spending should focus on more than
military needs.

“Let’s fix this. At some point, spending doesn’t actually just make you safer,” he
said. “It's security theater and contractor profiteering. We need a more modern
definition of defense, one that recognizes real national security threats like COVID,
cyber attacks and climate change.”

See the Gallagher release.

See the Pocan speech.

— Republicans this week slammed the Biden administration after news


https://www.wispolitics.com/2022/u-s-rep-gallagher-dod-must-standardize-exemption-process-for-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AANUSKPCew8
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inflation has risen 9.1 percent in the past year.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics released its June report on Wednesday. The
report states inflation has increased 1.3 percent since May.

U.S. Rep. Glenn Grothman on Twitter blamed the rise on “senseless government
spending.”

“President Biden’s economy is making American businesses, workers, and families
pay more for everything,” the Glenbeulah Republican said.

U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson said the increase “didn’t just happen.”

“This destructive inflation has been caused by Democrat’s war on fossil fuels and
massive deficit spending. Biden and his enablers in Congress must be stopped,” the
Oshkosh Republican said in a tweet.

Vice President Kamala Harris today in response to the report said though “there is
no question we still have work to do,” the numbers do not take into account a
recent drop in average national gas prices.

“Fighting inflation is one of our administration’s top economic priorities, which is
why we have taken action to lower the costs of living for Americans,” Harris said.

See the release.

See Grothman’s tweet.

See Johnson’s tweet.

— U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Senate colleagues this week introduced
legislation to make it illegal for states to limit travel across state lines to
obtain an abortion.

The legislation would give the U.S. Attorney General and those affected by such
limitations the ability to take legal action.

“Republicans have taken Wisconsin women back to 1849, and it is Republicans who
support political interference in personal health care decisions,” Baldwin said,
referencing the state’s 173-year-old abortion ban.


https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.nr0.htm
https://twitter.com/RepGrothman/status/1547207871959650305
https://twitter.com/SenRonJohnson/status/1547202945808318470
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“I'm supporting this legislation because it will protect not only women who travel for
care, but the health care professionals who provide the care and those who assist
with travel across state lines, including employers.”

See the release.

— U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Oshkosh, will be at the U.S.-Mexico border
today and tomorrow along with several of his GOP colleagues.

The senators will be briefed by the National Border Patrol Council as well as the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Texas Department of Public Safety, Texas National
Guard and others.

Others on the trip include: U.S. Senators Ted Cruz, R-Texas; John Cornyn, R-Texas;
James Lankford, R-Okla.; Joni Ernst, R-lowa; and John Barrasso, R-Wyo.

Posts of the week

Happy Cow Appreciation Day, Wisconsin! pic.twitter.com/h80OuxYHyYYE

— Sen. Tammy Baldwin (@SenatorBaldwin) July 12, 2022

#WI is known for cheese because of companies like @GrtLakesCheese,
whose facility in #Plymouth plays a pivotal role in our dairy industry by
providing work to nearly 600 employees in #WI06.

Say #Cheese! pic.twitter.com/pOPX05V07u

— Rep. Glenn Grothman (@RepGrothman) July 12, 2022

Here in America's Dairyland, it's always #CowAppreciationDay []


https://www.wispolitics.com/2022/u-s-sen-baldwin-joins-colleagues-in-introducing-legislation-to-protect-womens-right-to-travel-across-state-lines-to-seek-abortion-care/
https://t.co/h8OuxYHyYE
https://twitter.com/SenatorBaldwin/status/1546975095389917184?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WI?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Plymouth?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WI06?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Cheese?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/p0PX05V07u
https://twitter.com/RepGrothman/status/1546939936997347331?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/CowAppreciationDay?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Today and every day, we celebrate our hardworking farmers & producers
and recognize the major role dairy & beef cows play in keeping our state
economy moo-ving! pic.twitter.com/mRk1EqvCKL

— Archive: Rep. Ron Kind (@RepRonKind) July 12, 2022

.@MilitaryTimes 2022 Airman of the Year, SSgt Duncan Copley from
Manitowoc, WI led his crew in preventing a credible bomb threat aboard a
C-17 while evacuating Afghan refugees.

Congratulations, Duncan! Your courage goes above and beyond the call of
duty. https://t.co/94Qrhs8XnC pic.twitter.com/IvfEVOej4z

— Senator Ron Johnson (@SenRonjohnson) July 12, 2022

NEW is facing a shortage of students interested in advanced
manufacturing. Today, Rep. Gallagher joined NWTC, the Greater Green
Bay Chamber, and Xometry as they announced their effort to help
address this problem by providing 50 scholarships to students interested
in the field. pic.twitter.com/GHekzStx9D

— Rep. Gallagher Press Office (@RepGallagher) July 11, 2022

Today, we welcomed @MitchLandrieu to Milwaukee to highlight the
bipartisan infrastructure law’s funding to address Milwaukee’s lead crisis.
With this bill, we will create jobs in our communities and help remove lead
pipes, so our babies have better access to clean drinking water.


https://t.co/mRk1EqvCKL
https://twitter.com/RepRonKind/status/1546955201025904641?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/MilitaryTimes?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/94Qrhs8XnC
https://t.co/IvfEV0ej4z
https://twitter.com/SenRonJohnson/status/1546899464220286977?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/GHekzStx9D
https://twitter.com/RepGallagher/status/1546598681058631681?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/MitchLandrieu?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

A AFFAIRS
#imWISPOLITICS

onsin's Premier Political News Service

pic.twitter.com/Nzwicj4kzS

— Rep. Gwen Moore (@RepGwenMoore) July 13, 2022

ICYMI

Ron Johnson'’s effort to pass false electors to Pence not a priority of Jan. 6
committee, chairman says

Grothman’s opponent in upcoming primary disagrees with the congressman’s
reaction to Roe v Wade

Who can get pregnant? Ron Johnson says women; his Democratic opponents won't
say

Ron Johnson’s $280k cash qifts to chief of staff and wife draw U.S. Senate ethics
complaint



https://t.co/Nzwicj4kzS
https://twitter.com/RepGwenMoore/status/1547327142404448256?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.postcrescent.com/story/news/politics/2022/07/12/ron-johnson-false-electors-not-focus-jan-6-committee-mike-pence/10044435002/
https://www.postcrescent.com/story/news/politics/2022/07/12/ron-johnson-false-electors-not-focus-jan-6-committee-mike-pence/10044435002/
https://www.seehafernews.com/2022/07/01/grothmans-opponent-in-upcoming-primary-disagrees-with-the-congressmans-reaction-to-roe-v-wade/
https://www.seehafernews.com/2022/07/01/grothmans-opponent-in-upcoming-primary-disagrees-with-the-congressmans-reaction-to-roe-v-wade/
https://madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/who-can-get-pregnant-ron-johnson-says-women-his-democratic-opponents-wont-say/article_f99af52c-e405-5fb1-87c6-78c80849be20.html
https://madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/who-can-get-pregnant-ron-johnson-says-women-his-democratic-opponents-wont-say/article_f99af52c-e405-5fb1-87c6-78c80849be20.html
https://madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/ron-johnsons-280k-cash-gifts-to-chief-of-staff-and-wife-draw-u-s-senate/article_25a29aa9-9e11-59ca-8cc8-dc9d04243504.html
https://madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/ron-johnsons-280k-cash-gifts-to-chief-of-staff-and-wife-draw-u-s-senate/article_25a29aa9-9e11-59ca-8cc8-dc9d04243504.html

