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Onalaska, Wis. – Today, Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA) Secretary-
designee Kathy Blumenfeld and Deputy Secretary Chris Patton toured Main Street
businesses with Department of Tourism Secretary-designee Anne Sayers, Onalaska
Mayor Kim Smith, Interim City Manager Amanda Jackson, and State Senator Brad
Pfaff, as part of a visit to highlight state investments. Governor Tony Evers made a
$3.4 million investment in Onalaska businesses, with $12.6 million invested in La
Crosse County businesses, and an overall investment of more than $74 million to
help families, businesses, and organizations in La Crosse County bounce back.

The officials visited local recipients of the Main Street Bounceback grant, including
Express Printing. Leaders from the La Crosse County business community joined the
visits to hear about the impact of the $10,000 grants and meet with business
owners.

“Supporting our local communities starts on our Main Streets, which is why
Governor Evers has made significant investments across the state to support local
businesses, including right here in Onalaska,” said DOA Secretary-designee Kathy
Blumenfeld. “When our main streets thrive, the impact is felt by families and
communities across Wisconsin.”

“I am so grateful to Governor Evers for his thoughtful investment of recovery funds,
which have helped many local businesses bounce back from the pandemic and in
turn, support local tourism,” said Tourism Secretary-designee Anne Sayers.
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Governor Evers made more than $1 billion in investments statewide in support of
small businesses. The Main Street Bounceback Grant program was announced in
the spring of 2021 with the first grants made in August 2021, using $75 million in
federal American Rescue Plan Act funds, to help small businesses and communities
grow by populating vacant storefronts with new businesses and nonprofits. The
Governor recently announced an additional $25 million investment into the
program, for a total investment of $100 million to help over 6,600 entrepreneurs
open new businesses or expand their existing operations. Twenty-four Onalaska
businesses received the Main Street Bounceback grant.   

“The City of Onalaska is extremely appreciative of the grant opportunities that have
been made available by WEDC, Wisconsin Department of Revenue, and Wisconsin
Department of Administration to Onalaska businesses during the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Mayor Smith. “These grants enabled existing businesses to remain
open and assisted in filling over 20 vacant commercial spaces in our community,
helping keep Onalaska’s economic viability intact during a difficult time for our
commercial sector.”

Visit BadgerBounceback.wi.gov to view pandemic-related assistance information as
well as the latest data and success stories about how COVID-relief investments are
making a difference across the state. For updates on other recovery-related grant
opportunities, sign up for the Badger Bounceback update list.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMDcuNjYzMjE5MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dlZGMub3JnL3Byb2dyYW1zLWFuZC1yZXNvdXJjZXMvbWFpbnN0cmVldC1ib3VuY2ViYWNrLWdyYW50cy8ifQ.Or1Mv3zp4m5kCGB6L43kSWYY_GeevmTGlThM0pFB_00/s/592127623/br/147612551414-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMDcuNjYzMjE5MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJR09WL2J1bGxldGlucy8zMmJiNDJiIn0.0LHoyeRvgikp4ooAdJqfBN3Xrnrp4v_2lWsFtGGW9OA/s/592127623/br/147612551414-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMDcuNjYzMjE5MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JhZGdlcmJvdW5jZWJhY2sud2kuZ292LyJ9.6h10cI9it5C35XQGNb4usEc8PoBrcnMt80BPmths1SI/s/592127623/br/147612551414-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMDcuNjYzMjE5MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvV0lHT1Yvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXc_dG9waWNfaWQ9V0lHT1ZfMTM1In0.Z8ggmiXGTD6rXiKmp6iFPg5o7LOtRtcnyobKWdvajbk/s/592127623/br/147612551414-l

