AFFAIRS
HWISPOLITICS

Gov. Evers: Announces more than
$86 million for diverse business
investment and diverse business
assistance grants

Posted on Monday, Mar 21, 2022

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.



https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/

A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

MILWAUKEE — Gov. Tony Evers today awarded more than $86 million in grants to support
small businesses in communities disproportionately impacted by the pandemic that have
historically had difficulty accessing credit and capital.

“We’re continuing to build a strong and resilient economy that works for everyone, and that
means encouraging business development in communities that have been hit hard by the
pandemic and often face barriers to getting the tools and resources they need to be
successful,” said Gov. Evers. “By supporting local businesses and entrepreneurs, these grant
programs will ensure job growth, stronger communities, and a brighter, more equitable future
for Wisconsin.”

Of the more than $86 million, $57.6 million in grants were awarded through the Diverse
Business Assistance Grant Program to 24 chambers of commerce and nonprofit organizations
providing assistance to small businesses. These grants will support the work of chambers of
commerce across the state in providing coaching and mentoring, technical assistance,
equipment and internet services, digital literacy, online marketing and social media training,
financial aid, and financial literacy support, as well as networking and educational
opportunities for new business owners and emerging entrepreneurs. A list of grant awardees
and additional information can be found on the program website (see award announcement).
Another $28.8 million in grants were awarded through the Diverse Business Investment Grant
Program to nine Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs). These CDFIs support
micro and small businesses not only through lending and providing access to capital and
credit, but many also support programs that provide additional technical assistance, coaching
and mentoring, and credit counseling. These grants will help these institutions continue to
bolster and ignite economic and business growth in Wisconsin. A list of grant awardees and
additional information can be found on the program website (see award announcement).
“Local chambers, nonprofit organizations, CDFIs, and other organizations selected for these
grants work closely with local businesses and are uniquely positioned to provide technical
assistance and expertise to help diverse businesses succeed,” said Wisconsin Department of
Administration (DOA) Secretary-designee Kathy Blumenfeld. “We’re proud to support

these efforts and ensure that many more of our communities can experience a strong
recovery.”

Part of a more than $1 billion investment allocated by the governor for economic resilience
and support for small businesses and impacted industries, the Diverse Business Assistance
and the Diverse Business Investment Grant Programs were first announced in October 2021 to
support an equitable economic recovery in Wisconsin and help businesses that have been both
severely distressed by the economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic and have historically
had difficulty accessing the credit and capital necessary to recover. Both programs are
administered by DOA and funded through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). Applications
opened on Nov. 29, 2021, and closed on Jan. 21, 2022.

Wisconsinites can visit BadgerBounceback.wi.gov to view pandemic-related assistance
information for families, farmers, businesses, organizations, and communities, as well as the
latest data and success stories about how COVID-relief investments are making a difference
across the state. For updates on other recovery-related grant opportunities, sign up for

the Badger Bounceback update list.



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjEuNTUyMTk5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RvYS53aS5nb3YvcGFnZXMvRGl2ZXJzZUJ1c2luZXNzQXNzaXN0YW5jZS5hc3B4In0.LuJAAempeiZMV10om6SV_e6gI4sW6uoRE6kl48fVfZk/s/592127623/br/128432218911-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjEuNTUyMTk5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RvYS53aS5nb3YvcGFnZXMvRGl2ZXJzZUJ1c2luZXNzSW52ZXN0bWVudC5hc3B4In0._fQach5Dj-hF11XKzwAPeUWg5qHXp0P3aqkbPCgkfoQ/s/592127623/br/128432218911-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjEuNTUyMTk5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJR09WL2J1bGxldGlucy8yZjVjMzEwIn0.-KfEPV7eKTqOlLaiPfDiFTdLmApsWI9Ilgx1fEWGqWI/s/592127623/br/128432218911-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjEuNTUyMTk5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JhZGdlcmJvdW5jZWJhY2sud2kuZ292LyJ9.fjnByC4o1m5Gmx9J-Y-RPZK0N9UAoe_QXgnh9MDIRXM/s/592127623/br/128432218911-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjEuNTUyMTk5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvV0lHT1Yvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXc_dG9waWNfaWQ9V0lHT1ZfMTM1In0.1L30iOeTdZ11q_KyY6bFhoT3wtUjw2ir9D1aWUiDlM8/s/592127623/br/128432218911-l

A AFFAIRS
#mWISPOLITICS

onsin's Premier Political News Service

An online version of this release is available here.


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjEuNTUyMTk5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJR09WL2J1bGxldGlucy8zMGY0NmJlIn0.gRThufruMmWiybvAeFCNCMyvtYyF46wa_pZDfVCpxwI/s/592127623/br/128432218911-l

