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MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers signed Executive Order #172 ordering the flags of the United
States and the state of Wisconsin to be flown at half-staff on Tues., July 26, 2022, in honor of
former Wisconsin State Sen. Jeffrey T. Plale, who passed away on July 3, 2022, at the age of
54.

“Senator Plale was a dedicated servant who cared deeply about his community and
was often regarded for his effective bipartisanship throughout the course of his
service,” said Gov. Evers. “Kathy and I are thinking of his family, friends, former
colleagues, and the entire South Milwaukee community as they continue to mourn
the loss of their friend and longtime community leader.”

Born and raised in South Milwaukee, former State Sen. Plale was a graduate of
Marquette University and served on the South Milwaukee Common Council before
being elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly in 1996. In 2003, Plale was elected
to serve in the Wisconsin State Senate, and in 2011, he was appointed as
administrator of the Wisconsin Division of State Facilities. Later that same year, he
was appointed Wisconsin Commissioner of Railroads, a position he held until 2016.
In addition to his career in public service, Plale was a member of several community
organizations, received the National Federation of Independent Business Guardian
of Small Business Award in 1998, and was a four-time recipient of the Wisconsin
Manufacturers and Commerce Working for Wisconsin Award.

Services for former State Sen. Plale will be held on Tues., July 26, 2022, in
Milwaukee.
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Executive Order #172 will be in effect from sunrise to sunset on Tues., July 26,
2022, and is available here.
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