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MADISON — Ron Johnson has repeatedly downplayed the violence at the January
6th attack on the Capitol that injured 140 police officers, earning a “Pants on Fire”
rating from PolitiFact. Johnson attempted to cover up his involvement in a scheme
to deliver fake electors, and continued to spread conspiracy theories about the
integrity of the 2020 election in an attempt to undermine faith in our democracy.

Johnson is on the record again and again downplaying the violence:

e CNN: “Ron Johnson falsely claims there was ‘no violence’ on Senate side of US

Capitol on January 6”
e Washington Post: “Sen. Ron Johnson plays down Capitol riots: ‘This didn’'t seem

like an armed insurrection to me’”

While Johnson has argued the insurrectionists weren’t “armed,” reporting
confirms protestors wielded firearms and other weapons:

 PolitiFact: Pants on Fire: Yes, Jan. 6 Capitol assault was an “armed
insurrection”
o “Johnson said the Jan. 6 Capitol riot “didn’t seem like an armed
insurrection.” That’s ridiculous revisionist history.”
e FactCheck.org: “Capitol Protesters Were Armed With Variety of Weapons”
 PolitiFact: “Johnson is drawing a largely meaningless distinction since the
Capitol protesters got in by attacking police, injuring more than 100 of them,
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and breaking doors and windows — unquestionably violent actions.”
» Washington Post: “Police union says 140 officers injured in Capitol riot”

Johnson has also pushed election conspiracy theories aimed at
undermining our democracy:

e Associated Press: “Johnson has also embraced conspiracy theories about the
2020 election, even though Biden’s win has been upheld by numerous courts,
withstood partisan and independent investigations and weathered partial
recounts in Wisconsin.”

» Associated Press: “Johnson, a staunch supporter of President Donald Trump,
also refused to say if he thought the election was legitimate, while admitting
he had no proof of any illegal activity.”

* New York Times: “The election is over, but Ron Johnson keeps promoting false
claims of fraud.”

Johnson has attempted to hide his involvement in a scheme to deliver fake
electors:

* CNN: “This Republican senator keeps changing his story on the fake electors
scheme”

 Politico: “Ron Johnson tried to hand fake elector info to Mike Pence on Jan. 6,
panel reveals”

And he refuses to say whether he’d accept the outcome of this fall’s
elections:

e Wisconsin State Journal: “Ron Johnson, Tim Michels won’t unconditionally
commit to accepting 2022 election results”
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