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Madison – Representative Mark Born (R-Beaver Dam) voted in favor of three bills
today that will provide resources for individuals struggling with drug addiction. The
legislation is an extension of the HOPE Agenda, which began in 2013 and has been
built on every session since.

“The drug epidemic has been ravaging our state for over a decade and the past two
years have been particularly difficult for many individuals suffering from substance
use disorders,” Rep. Born said. “Today, we are building on the work we did in the
budget to make important investments to support those struggling with substance
use.”

Assembly Bill (AB) 732 directs the Department of Health Services to establish a
web-based substance use disorder treatment platform to help individuals find and
obtain appropriate addiction treatment in their region. The legislation will create a
central location for resources on treatment services for individuals struggling with
addiction.

Representative Born also supported Assembly Bills 844 and 845, which directs
funds to expand substance use treatment services and training for treatment
providers. AB 844 provides funds to train treatment providers on models focused on
treating methamphetamine addiction. Additionally, AB 845 funds the expansion of
medication-assisted treatment, to be used in combination with counseling and
behavioral therapies.

“I am proud to support this legislation that will help those struggling with substance
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use disorders get the treatment and services they need,” Rep. Born added. “We
have lost ground in the past two years in our fight against the drug epidemic and
these investments will help overcome these setbacks.”

Since its inception in 2013, dozens of bills have been introduced and signed into law
as part of the HOPE Agenda. Assembly Bills 732, 844 and 845 now go to the Senate
for deliberation.


