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Sen. Johnson: Joining Sen. Cruz,
colleagues to condemn DOJ about
gender reassignment surgeries for
minors
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On Monday, Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) joined Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) and three of
their Republican colleagues in a letter to Attorney General Merrick Garland
condemning the Department of Justice’s (DQ]J) patterned abuse of investigative
authority to police the speech of Americans and stifle the ongoing policy debate
over whether minors should receive experimental gender reassignment procedures.

The senators also demanded any and all communications by Garland or any other
DOJ employee with the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Medical
Association, and/or Children’s Hospital Association or any of their representatives
about this issue, in order to conduct congressional oversight and hold accountable
everyone responsible for this outrageous policy.

“If there is a bedrock principle in American self-governance, it is that the federal
government has no place in quashing or criminalizing civic discourse. The issue of
how best to treat minors struggling with their gender dysphoria is the subject of
ongoing and emotional debate, which Americans have a protected First Amendment
right to fully engage in. The strength of our democracy is dependent on the ability
of all citizens to peacefully participate in public debate without fear of persecution
from your agency or any other,” said the senators.

“We call upon you to reaffirm that you will faithfully protect the First Amendment
rights of all Americans to peacefully debate this and all other policy questions,
irrespective of viewpoint. The weaponization of federal law enforcement agencies
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like the DOJ, in order to produce preferred policy outcomes, cannot continue - our
democracy depends on it,” the senators concluded.



