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OSHKOSH - U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson (R.-Wis.) joined Sen. James Lankford (R-Okla.)
and nine of his Republican colleagues in a resolution to recognize the need to stand
up for parents’ choices in their children’s education during National School Choice
Week. The resolution recognizes the necessity of school choice as a tool to
empower parents with the freedom to choose the best educational environment for
their children, particularly as it relates to COVID-19 and destructive ideologies like
Critical Race Theory promoted by many public schools.

Senators Johnson and James Lankford (R-Okla.) were joined by Senators Kevin
Cramer (R-N.D.), Mike Braun (R-Ind.), Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss), Ted Cruz (R-
Texas), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), John Boozman (R-Ark.), Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), Steve
Daines (R-Mont.), and Roger Wicker (R-Miss.).

“National School Choice Week is a time to celebrate how families benefit from
having the ability to choose the type of education that is best for their children. This
choice has never been so important. With parents fighting to keep their kids in
school throughout COVID-19 or to have a say in what they’re children are being
taught, now is the time to empower parents’ control of their child’s education.
Americans should be free to choose what will set their children up for success in the
future,” said Johnson.
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“As Oklahoma parents and parents around the nation continue to stand against
‘woke’ ideology being forced on their kids, school choice is even more important for
increasing options and competition for schools to do their very best for our kids. |
am grateful for the work of our Oklahoma teachers and administrators, and | am
thankful we live in a nation where parents have access to quality education options
to best meet their kids’ unique needs, regardless of their zip code. Oklahoma
families now enjoy even more education options with public school transfer, public
charter, private, magnet, online, home school, and faith-based schools. Options
allow parents to select the best education option for each child. We must affirm the
right of parents to protect their kids by having a voice in their education and
continue to innovate toward more education opportunities that help all our kids
succeed,” said Lankford.

“School choice allows parents to make decisions that put their children in the best
position to succeed. Unfortunately, parents across the country have been given the
cold shoulder, even equating them to domestic terrorists. Your zip code shouldn’t
define your quality of education. Our resolution recognizes and protects the
parents’ freedom to choose the best educational environment for their child’s
success,” said Cramer.

“School choice allows families in Indiana, and across the country, the option for
parents to enroll their children in a school that best suits their needs and equips
them with tools they need to succeed. | served on my local school board for 10
years and know firsthand that when parents have more choices and students have
more opportunities available to them, our education system and country is stronger
for it,” said Braun.

“With this resolution, we promote the benefits of school choice and the need to
strengthen the options available to families in Mississippi and across the nation.
Parents should be allowed to direct their children to schools that best suit their
needs, particularly as they weigh the stresses placed on education by the
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pandemic, the overt or covert introduction of controversial ideologies like Critical
Race Theory, and intrusive government mandates,” said Hyde-Smith.

“In spite of recent attacks on their ability to play a part in the education of their
children, parents deserve a front-row seat in the discussion about what and how
their kids learn as well as the opportunity to decide what option works best for their
family. I'm proud to join my colleagues in recognizing the importance of school
choice and reaffirming moms’ and dads’ roles in helping ensure their students get
the best education possible,” said Boozman.

“As if it’s not enough for the Biden administration to inflict their far-left policies on
everything from our military to Oklahoma energy producers, now they want to
silence parents’ voices as it relates to their children’s education. Every family in
Oklahoma and across the nation should feel empowered to consider all options and
choose the best educational fit for their child. As we recognize National School
Choice Week, | am proud to join Senator Lankford in introducing this resolution that
recognizes parents’ right to have an active say in their children’s education,” said
Inhofe.

“Montana parents know what'’s best for their children—we must support their right
to have a say in their student’s education. It’s critical that we empower and support
parents with the flexibility to choose how and where their child is educated,
especially in a rural state like Montana,” said Daines.

“Parents have a fundamental right to shape their children’s education, and school
choice is an important way to exercise that right. Our children and future leaders
deserve the best educational opportunities available, no matter their
circumstances. At a time when public education is under siege from far-left identity
politics and heavy-handed school closures, empowering parents to choose where
their children go to school is all the more vital in developing the next generation of
Americans,” said Wicker.
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The full text of the resolution can be found here.
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