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U.S. Sen. Johnson: Says any attempt
to alter DoD database without
preserving records will undermine
Congressional oversight

Posted on Thursday, Feb 10, 2022
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WASHINGTON — On Tuesday, Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), ranking member of the
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, sent a letter to Secretary of Defense
Lloyd Austin demanding confirmation that the Department of Defense (DoD)
complied with the senator’s January 24, 2022 request to preserve all records
contained on the Defense Medical Epidemiology Database (DMED).

The senator wrote, “| was disappointed to see that instead of immediately
responding to the American people through their elected representative, DoD
apparently decided to prioritize a response to PolitiFact about allegations relating to
the same database.”

The senator also raised concerns that following his record preservation request,
DMED was taken offline to “identify and correct” alleged problems on the database.

The senator continued, “Let me be clear, any attempt to alter data contained
within DMED without preserving all records before and after these changes are
made to the database will completely undermine my preservation request and will
be considered an active effort to mislead Congress.”

This is the third letter the senator has sent to DoD regarding DMED.
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Read more about the letter in Breitbart.
The full letter can be found here and below.

February 8, 2022

The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin Il
Secretary

Department of Defense
Dear Secretary Austin:

On January 24, 2022, | sent you a letter requesting that you preserve all
records referring, relating, or reported to the Defense Medical Epidemiology
Database (DMED).[1] To date, the Department of Defense (DoD) has refused to
confirm whether it has complied with this record preservation request.

| was disappointed to see that instead of immediately responding to the American
people through their elected representative, DoD apparently decided to prioritize a
response to PolitiFact about allegations relating to the same database. On January
31, 2022, a week after | sent my letter to you, DoD responded to reports about
increased diagnoses of medical conditions in DMED in 2021 compared to the
previous five years. Specifically, a DoD spokesperson reportedly told PolitiFact that
the data in DMED “was incorrect for the years 2016-2020."[2]

In addition to responding to PolitiFact before responding to a U.S. Senator, DoD also
made a concerning statement about its current handling of DMED records. DoD’s
spokesperson reportedly said that the DMED system is now offline to “identify and
correct the root-cause of the data corruption.”[3]
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Let me be clear, any attempt to alter data contained within DMED without
preserving all records before and after these changes are made to the database will
completely undermine my preservation request and will be considered an active
effort to mislead Congress.

| demand you immediately respond to my January 24, 2022 letter by no later than
February 10, 2022, and explain what steps you have taken to preserve all records
before and after DMED was taken offline referring, relating, and reported to that
database. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Johnson
Ranking Member

Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations

ccC: The Honorable Jon Ossoff
Chairman

Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations



