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MADISON — Steve Carpenter, one of the world’s foremost lake ecologists and
professor emerit at the University of Wisconsin—-Madison, has been awarded the
Blue Planet Prize.

The Blue Planet Prize has been awarded annually by the Asahi Glass Foundation
since 1992 to two individuals or organizations in recognition of outstanding
achievements in and application of scientific research that have helped provide
solutions to global environmental problems. The name is a reference to cosmonaut
Yuri Gagarin’s first eyewitness description of our planet from space — “the Earth is
blue.”

The other recipient of the 31st Blue Planet Prize is Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the
king of Bhutan. The pair will accept their awards and deliver commemorative
lectures at ceremonies in October at the University of Tokyo and Kyoto University.

Carpenter, a member of the UW-Madison Center for Limnology faculty since 1989
and its director from 2009 to 2017, received the award in recognition of more than
40 years of study and description of lake ecosystems.

“Through his research on lake eutrophication, from nutrients such as phosphorus
and nitrogen, he studied the resilience of lakes using mathematical models,
providing a new perspective on social-ecological systems,” the foundation’s citation
says. “He also worked on environmental pollution from phosphorus and nitrogen
through land use, showing the critical state of the global phosphorus cycle and the
need to review human activity from a broad geochemical viewpoint.”

The award includes 50 million Japanese yen and a crystal glass trophy designed this
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year on a water and atmosphere theme by Japanese glass craftsman Kyoichiro
Kawakami to evoke an image of a clean planet where humanity lives harmoniously.

“l am challenged and humbled by the Blue Planet Prize,” Carpenter says. “l deeply
believe in the mission of the prize ‘to repair and preserve the ecosystems that keep
us and the multitude of other species with whom we share the Earth alive and well.’
This mission is the greatest challenge of our time, and we all have much work
ahead.”

Balancing both human and ecological needs for food and freshwater will be a vital
part of that mission. The Blue Planet Prize will help, Carpenter says, to “continue my
work to build resilience of nature in working landscapes, improve the flow and
quality of freshwater, and engage science and the public in the search for
transformations that support both life on Earth and human well-being.”



