A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

DNR: Releases 2022 Air Quality
Trends Report

Posted on Tuesday, Oct 11, 2022

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or

access via desktop.

Success In Some Areas, Challenges In Others

MADISON, Wis. - The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) today
announced the release of the 2022 Air Quality Trends Report.

The annual report includes state monitoring data through 2021 for air pollutants
regulated under the federal Clean Air Act, including ground-level ozone, particle
pollution, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and carbon monoxide. Although
concentrations of these pollutants have generally decreased in all regions of the
state since monitoring began, Wisconsin faces tough challenges in continued
reductions now and into the future. In recent years, the trends report shows that
some pollutants have recorded slight increases in concentrations or plateaued
reductions.

To better illustrate these trends, the DNR has debuted an interactive
StoryMapwhich illustrates Wisconsin’s air quality trends for each pollutant over the
last 20 years.

“We are excited to introduce this new StoryMap tool as part of the annual trends
report release to better share Wisconsin’s air quality story,” said Katie Praedel,
DNR'’s Air Management Monitoring Section Chief. “This new interactive tool provides
a more user-friendly visual way to convey complex air quality data for Wisconsin
residents.”

Other highlights in the report include:

e Reducing sulfur dioxide (SO,) in an area near Rhinelander by implementing
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new emission control measures.

* The reduction means the entire state now meets the EPA SO, standard.

e Overall, statewide concentrations have decreased by 88% since the early
2000s.

While trends in ozone concentrations have flatlined in recent years, ozone values
have improved substantially since monitoring began in the early 2000s. The Lake
Michigan shoreline region has seen a 25% average reduction in ozone
concentrations between 2001 and 2021. With these reduced ozone concentrations,
the EPA announced in spring 2022 that the eastern half of Kenosha County is
meeting the 2008 ozone standard. All Wisconsin ozone monitors are now meeting
the 2008 ozone standard.

However, due to ozone transport from areas south of Wisconsin, combined with
lakeshore meteorological dynamics, seven lakeshore counties remain in
nonattainment for the 2015 standard. As a result, 33% of Wisconsin’s population
lives in an ozone nonattainment area.

“Despite challenges with ozone along the Lake Michigan shoreline, the Trends
Report shows Wisconsin’s air quality continues to improve, at the same time as
Wisconsin’s economy continues to grow,” said DNR Secretary Preston D. Cole.
“Historically and currently, when continually faced with ozone nonattainment
challenges, the department has relied on our strength in partnerships with local,
state and federal partners, research organizations and businesses operating in
Wisconsin to facilitate air quality improvements.”

The 2022 Air Quality Trends Report, StoryMap, and other historical reports are
available on the DNR’s Air Quality webpage. Current Wisconsin air quality conditions
can be found on the Wisconsin Air Quality Monitoring Data webpage.
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