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A Weekly Roundup of the Hot Mess That Is the Republican Primary for Governor

MADISON, Wis. — Welcome to “Knives Out”— Rebecca Kleefisch’s favorite phrase
and a weekly roundup of the infighting between the radical Republicans running for
Wisconsin governor.

The GOP is locked in a heated and brutal primary for governor, where Rebecca
Kleefisch, Kevin Nicholson, and Tim Ramthun are trying to prove they are the most
divisive candidate in the race. What’s going on in the Republican Party is so
outrageous, it’s hard to keep track of all of their blunders — so we’ve got you
covered:

GOP Primary Gets Physical

When Rebecca Kleefisch said “knives out” — she claimed she meant it rhetorically.
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But some Republicans are literally getting ready to throw punches at each other.

After Tim Ramthun was tossed out of Speaker Robin Vos’s caucus meeting, he told
reporters he wanted to punch Vos in the face:

“It was the perfect opportunity to punch him right in the nose and say, ‘Go pound
sand.”

There’s no love lost between these two. Vos and Ramthun have been in
disagreement about which way to decertify the 2020 election for the past few
months and it all came to a head at a chaotic Capitol meeting — more on that
below.

#TimTime Picks Up Steam

Tim Ramthum’s message to decertify the 2020 election is gaining momentum —
landing him two headlines in national media and a conversation with Vicki McKenna
in which he gleefully proclaims he would welcome a constitutional crisis.

(His name is even in this ~headline~ of this one!: Ramthun goes all-in on election
integrity for Wisconsin governor bid).

Not to mention, Ramthun now claims he has the requisite $100,000 necessary to
compete for the Republican Party’s endorsement at this summer’s convention. With
his threats to punch the party’s leader in the nose, he’s not off to a great start.

It's just the coverage Ramthun needs to impress Trump ahead of a trip to Mar-a-
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Lago in April.

Ramthun, whose campaign is based solely on disenfranchising the votes of over 1.6
million Wisconsinites, is detrimental for our democracy — just the sort of thing
Donald Trump loves.

Ramthun told the Washington Post, “As a nation, we have to stop saying it's
unconstitutional to reclaim the electors, because constitutional experts are saying it
is [...]1 | think that the excuse makers are running out of excuses.”

Yes, right. What does a constitutional expert know anyway?

But seriously, it’s this logic that may have led him to the particularly dangerous
sentiment that he told the Vicki McKenna Show that if it’s a constitutional crisis that
brings Ramthun’s imagined voter fraud to light, “bring it on.”

Tim capped off the week by getting himself thrown out of a meeting by Assembly
Speaker Robin Vos. In a closed door meeting, Vos met with individuals who want to
see the 2020 election overturned.

Before it started, he exerted one of the last means of authority he has over Tim
Ranthum by kicking_him out of the meeting. As a Kleefisch supporter, Vos also
doesn’t love how much free press Ramthun is getting. He’'s also surely unhappy that
Ramthun is supporting Vos’s primary opponent.



https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/ZsYp6Jc2ATNP3MkVzvte6FxP_qQnR5qjPL_sgo5TlATJVADv9igdV582dF4IpE0TgW0zpN0EkdZN45YYN6w7tzuUoD-OMDSVh_byAA8Ky7odbYnu-Y50STugjmNuuLXLJ8AUNthuGvlwLfYjApqT4s1my6CRHCXpgDgTA6ys-8GIxlQOmqF_8S3D0JJ2LBGDodJpUfEgnb5UsRcDljCPQRg7UYBT8mL0DUem7-pg_6YHarMb-xkfu_oc2sPFFC7mFXvJ4oaVti15TnH-2uMiyyZFQJixp_k0xWDFYFfsr1o_-lv6_HATjCtTNOUqC6nPLjmpClp_wejoAn6CPiJSe-9Ufb8BLB9rblaGCPgN8pSlrkuaus8HsM2H4m3x7L7ofhpFaSvZ3IQVigQq9_YJ6A/3kf/DGH2kxC2SJW-MkH1DVl0LQ/h3/jMT7DXvop3DihSQAFSCXxcIGCPB-Cm2e1XqsRJ4T14I
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDDUV27dB1SLFWpo-Uwox6EOxeSEl3dZJDNCHt3ndRGK2eC-VvnCV3OQOUNNja9DTcHc_AI3E6J3Xy_R_l7qCMiXmyBWv0moFBC_NGUTimRiofsLW5t7flrDbUdzEbDlsYs8SYQ8QsLVKqkjWSa08XV3ef74Q_81Q7nXP_OS8o_B2UXn6qRn233FF4n-geUOPRLyWqnaiddTSCUqGIbaPJ813Bxw43goM0pk4-Dg7e9eWlrwChOzlUNsh4OQBX5YB-e1KX7SNnrIPvt5yOjacU-Tj9hXcTjrrcD7vfmHvdvRzjqUyIpWgi4ttHK_ktmQGkrjQkrZsQPJTjtGsDlFxa9o/3kf/DGH2kxC2SJW-MkH1DVl0LQ/h4/eO8d-Y4lCScAQCCRCwOdutdaN5jymsFrx2_l7hwdz7E
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGT78yhj4_0w_PEUAcfv2nCunM6cyemH8xL1cc8SIgQDXxsZn3P6snvS0PdKtPon9F1LjCNOizbv18we8H4rzWuSdsbsvXE2tGUlnkgCa-4-uFQSoK3j2yuan5tuCPisHx7CtDDci2_x-NOpLsPXgYgNZpXMsjrhot0A33CTwmtnySLLKRO60H88KreH3AwTYdSYswEOdfdbZ6nm1eETPWscpQGrrVUWIA7UBjbmNQJor4bFz1W71LVvn-FwM1L8PNOJ-CkpZ01KIQMz7VtF78TDNBL-1bHmVopcvMDnJxNvZXPvK-tPwqxQmSs2Q-UzQm-EkNrb54SwuYOcwbgQy3g/3kf/DGH2kxC2SJW-MkH1DVl0LQ/h5/DFMZ-3zpACH506oYZgpah82b0gULqFgeoKvj1UB7RNY
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wehEm_vu1NBVXOKYSqOxTGzt2ySiXLLARK4yHwG1xCB2akRofcSEjaoS4pr0OGFfQJuzDKJFmV3jW6GZBdv1kTW8SqYuPrJK-TvtTQygPBroAOEpchS9IVi0SBlzoFcZ8xQPxoJfBbPGDFiOhEhKlpztSijcvV-CP89NZDWUSgrkkodIhSb1zTuqnWOrWjuh_FOFHtqbIbyncQ5MHmx3BfArObxz7xv1K6JEHHv-Yj90S-AKONVg8ZveG7nXrDwWZ5D2SQZBGs-cfMfu5V_gt1VVETLoDaULaU2PIsi7p8KeMy2QBpiRHkwenEO0Vu91Gm-pPf-RuWmPiNMkUZahQc0c7gnJUVEr5c-7QpHy1puTamDMp8XfqJkI8PZkE_y8TW9RdU0LEtgqH5BYaou32w/3kf/DGH2kxC2SJW-MkH1DVl0LQ/h6/992W_dRLrFNv8gFCct-VodlUNVenkQAQXc2v07wqWdY
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/dSCQfi9FLISmU3ZE3bfPhucArJSyajk3Dek2Zdhw7kyS76uS9lbQmU9grOgfADC3iLJGU416tGNVcpy6qjtH6SgCu51RM4K8BcjuIO77cLnrP-b6V8xSbk45Yu1T4R9XyDRpnGL9JEOYcO7SSwIeIC-RkC74mK6Y0jvO1og5ttjnRNXSYtopEen1scdce5qtXyUWT948cI72_WmpZ_lMbUOfOUPmvl5GErWqIiMCSnPL8AFoTNQCqey1AtibL1wddpxfBHZ_XUEo5lzaM2R065xmtV52Z1zQK_uVfhQfwCY/3kf/DGH2kxC2SJW-MkH1DVl0LQ/h7/TPMJTQpE3bnQI_q3sfS2c2viioIq2Cwr8Y_SqFZpp4o
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/KTqGVTU95m3XYkCVwdzD9eaAbdwMj26CLPSAHrrswvCuj8VG5Q3Jjwucm0Ia2QlDhobNHRPsHCtSwdVzzq7Y_L2LrGbOd1xdSI7de15alfPZ8ey-_DTTPDF7dZyUOxzIs28tZ8WrDTTleebOUV22HLiYVk1hX8kHHXbXeGGzW4XnNUZvEV1mVG9KdcfreAeRxdY8t_zf_RCV8qxcU03EDvljQuZDWDL8CPWvtQNyTI5BAftPWu0Zj5OOKkyHHCSwFjSNjVLcdyvYFlwTMExIkCtIJ0SsgzlLrEwPvTzVoK3PsVAj2Um29HlE80lPJubD5mnWob1gjoyw2AnFpwZ-xvKJjVlIjzDaAbaPrQyFOBzdTEQg8yVzJMhEjKQFE9Sv1yZFKoKBKeKGJTVdT-IMtB7eMYT68AC3ZWr5sOlMbi8QrKcTK4c1mOUt3t-eJePFn_rHq96NyVApuBRblx1frw/3kf/DGH2kxC2SJW-MkH1DVl0LQ/h8/N8ArgSoveLTt95fe8xHM03zlYhU4bFRvvJOBQzlmcN8

A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

Watch #TimTime’s reaction to getting tossed out here:

So far though, every candidate has only amplified the ridiculous conspiracy theories
in an attempt to prove they are the most radical candidate in the race. Each
candidate would be a perilous choice for Wisconsin’s free and fair elections.

As her campaign flails, Kleefisch continues to position herself further to the right.
She now refuses to say whether she would have certified the election herself,
despite previous (and factual) statements that President Biden won the election.

But Kleefisch knows she has no choice if she wants the Trump endorsement.
Interestingly, she hasn’t admitted to meeting with Trump last week, so if anyone
wants to ask her about it, we would appreciate it.

Nicholson Slams Kleefisch On Public Safety

Kevin Nicholson is really sharpening those knives for Rebecca Kleefisch. Again, he
slammed her public safety solutions as “not serious.”

He told the Jay Weber Show that after talking to sheriffs about Kleefisch’s plan to
send state police to high crime areas that they don’t even understand her plan. “It's
them saying, ‘I don’t even understand why anyone would say we’d surge the State
Patrol, what | need to do is to get young people to actually want to do the job."”
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As lieutenant governor, Kleefisch’s administration slashed shared revenue to
localities, which is a crucial funding stream for various programs, including police
departments, by $76 million in 2011 alone. Then she made the situation worse by
cutting off the lifelines from localities that might have allowed them to make up the
difference.

Endorsement Wars

Apparently, Nicholson hasn’t aggravated Rebecca Kleefisch enough yet already, so
he announced this week that some of the sheriffs who Kleefisch claim endorsed her,
have actually privately endorsed him. Huh?

Nicholson tweeted out a list of sheriffs on his “Law Enforcement Advisory Team”
who he says support his candidacy — and a number of them are also listed on
Rebecca Kleefisch’s endorsement list. Someone is not telling the truth. Maybe the
law enforcement advisory team can get to the bottom of it.

In a typical race, this would be super confusing, front page news. But in this GOP
primary, it’'s just another blurb on page six of this ridiculously long newsletter.

Does Kevin Nicholson Know What a Battery Is?

We don’t think Kevin Nicholson understands how solar energy works... in an
interview with The Schroeder Show he claimed that we don’t have the technology to
make the Wisconsin economy carbon neutral by 2050.

We were a bit confused by what technology he was referring to and thankfully he
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A~ CAWRNS AFFAIRS
wWISPOLITICS

later explained that “someday, we may be able to develop technology that can
store the power of the sun. That’s the holy grail of energy production. We’'re not
there, and we’'re not even really close to it.”

There are two things we need to address here, Kevin:

1. The technology does exist. In the simplest explanation, you capture the solar
energy with the solar panels and you store it through batteries.

2. It's not the technology standing in the way of being carbon neutral by 2050,
it’s the inaction of Republicans.
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