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MADISON, Wis. – With local school board elections a little over a week away,
Rebecca Kleefisch is once again trying to bring her radical brand of politics to the
classroom by  handpicking local school board candidates. All week, WisDems will be
showing how the Walker-Kleefisch administration drastically defunded Wisconsin’s
public schools and wreaked havoc on our state’s education system.

It all started with the first Walker-Kleefisch budget, which made the biggest cuts to
public education in Wisconsin’s history.

In 2011 alone, the administration cut over $800 million from public education in
Wisconsin and limited localities’ abilities to collect revenue in order to make up the
difference.

Under Kleefisch’s war on schools: teachers couldn’t afford to buy supplies, slowing
graduation rates caused Wisconsin’s schools to drop seven spots nationally, the
achievement gap between Black and white students graduating high school was the
highest in the nation, and Wisconsin had a historic teacher shortage.

Since taking office, Governor Evers has worked hard to make Wisconsin’s schools
stronger and better than they were four years ago. Gov. Evers has increased
funding for schools by restoring the state’s two-thirds funding commitment and
signing the first special education funding increase in over a decade. He’s also
investing money to recruit and train high-quality teachers in schools across the
state. Today, our K-12 schools are now ranked eighth in the nation.

“Rebecca Kleefisch isn’t interested in lifting up local schools — she wants to use
kids as political pawns in her battle for power,” said Democratic Party of Wisconsin

https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/ZsYp6Jc2ATNP3MkVzvte6FBqgKnL8tYWEnYnJ0JPHo0ZwuvbKQ9QfkVQHxLG1H2UPHTzv9MePPFGkFH3act9tDtCDa3JWPmf8AN3w2LJ7ccqKkIq28Uci3K-dxFJ699pz288aayLsiH2rV8zU3sCufjXmS6wk8i6lt4me1LLlX4TQh3k1R3U4_UVa-I03slY6lpaIdJx6okHYv8kc0z4GMOAQF6Ry4SsVn7As2T2g3WB8RlP-AxesvmSDYTTcWpPyIRObHCP8sYnzYkENTKZZ_E0kok5b-Fxdl42KwF2USz4bgkg2XrxtzaGAVf4nElzD_7aLUnMrT8DuYz-0i7JwuWQdCH9gzclnG5ST0HR5RUaZTTURgH8xTiva-X2DDA2aKjpc2DKFw8aKjWI-o3dZzyuUAiMbSONktu7A4-KgML9wmdcPeFP1BWaOTfLTxD1xwMYvUq8ftHMSOpk6EA_-Q/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h0/D5otHpUsbO5a7qyOJem7tLP95NYN9xvEDUH78vcvrJ0
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/tTBUZwcBH_2q13Ow12s-jah-mgn6yXhJ9C4sqjAslO2y42x3vDwcnUpy8doMxKo3F7-i8o__oEEX2uz-IgqeHLRqwP60AXIXYwFfjfp1yREPvfWRaoKIvQ7R-tNocca24MEwfll69UEXS9PoVvqCUPQFWcP-eGwU_7cRYkr38tXv3vyOvqhtxKr3EnMDgUUERLFpK6DJD8-KF-NFB9l9SHKWWaKVG7BN9LBl6cW9I0YTiBJbvWxVr4f4PX_jEZ6SB1CABsJN6OIk7FS9dke5HCzo0uGe5rBbRo-jxwRfoZd17d2Z-fyMmM2Zw4CMy1ChMLUuCk6-sk8aLc8TCDB9p0mmVzaH8OP1Kld0wIutdsQfE95k2_05V1GwVbDx3uO4KpsfEHzDS2uixHbIwSv7qq0dVA3BgBrSyfzryvA_7LIqJH-fFiH4T63A4S7OuLzwFD4NoVqhrQ5J7Axlpv_oqc0aQcjdF6jozfXMi6khgQ-J1Zyp34U50ASt0ZaDhhh-SQ9oRyf3dNoNrSjrSKFUv8_p85arUXVuXklWVMQ189M/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h1/IXSW8JlGpnaexNuYXYoVZyMcS44K1K-nImUwhI14kz8
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/tTBUZwcBH_2q13Ow12s-jah-mgn6yXhJ9C4sqjAslO2y42x3vDwcnUpy8doMxKo3F7-i8o__oEEX2uz-IgqeHLRqwP60AXIXYwFfjfp1yREPvfWRaoKIvQ7R-tNocca24MEwfll69UEXS9PoVvqCUPQFWcP-eGwU_7cRYkr38tXv3vyOvqhtxKr3EnMDgUUERLFpK6DJD8-KF-NFB9l9SHKWWaKVG7BN9LBl6cW9I0YTiBJbvWxVr4f4PX_jEZ6SB1CABsJN6OIk7FS9dke5HCzo0uGe5rBbRo-jxwRfoZd17d2Z-fyMmM2Zw4CMy1ChMLUuCk6-sk8aLc8TCDB9p0mmVzaH8OP1Kld0wIutdsQfE95k2_05V1GwVbDx3uO4KpsfEHzDS2uixHbIwSv7qq0dVA3BgBrSyfzryvA_7LIqJH-fFiH4T63A4S7OuLzwFD4NoVqhrQ5J7Axlpv_oqc0aQcjdF6jozfXMi6khgQ-J1Zyp34U50ASt0ZaDhhh-SQ9oRyf3dNoNrSjrSKFUv8_p85arUXVuXklWVMQ189M/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h1/IXSW8JlGpnaexNuYXYoVZyMcS44K1K-nImUwhI14kz8
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/tTBUZwcBH_2q13Ow12s-jah-mgn6yXhJ9C4sqjAslO2y42x3vDwcnUpy8doMxKo3F7-i8o__oEEX2uz-IgqeHLRqwP60AXIXYwFfjfp1yREPvfWRaoKIvQ7R-tNocca24MEwfll69UEXS9PoVvqCUPQFWcP-eGwU_7cRYkr38tXv3vyOvqhtxKr3EnMDgUUERLFpK6DJD8-KF-NFB9l9SHKWWaKVG7BN9LBl6cW9I0YTiBJbvWxVr4f4PX_jEZ6SB1CABsJN6OIk7FS9dke5HCzo0uGe5rBbRo-jxwRfoZd17d2Z-fyMmM2Zw4CMy1ChMLUuCk6-sk8aLc8TCDB9p0mmVzaH8OP1Kld0wIutdsQfE95k2_05V1GwVbDx3uO4KpsfEHzDS2uixHbIwSv7qq0dVA3BgBrSyfzryvA_7LIqJH-fFiH4T63A4S7OuLzwFD4NoVqhrQ5J7Axlpv_oqc0aQcjdF6jozfXMi6khgQ-J1Zyp34U50ASt0ZaDhhh-SQ9oRyf3dNoNrSjrSKFUv8_p85arUXVuXklWVMQ189M/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h1/IXSW8JlGpnaexNuYXYoVZyMcS44K1K-nImUwhI14kz8
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDDUV27dB1SLFWpo-Uwox6EMTs7wVnyXbrKpxrQEn5uSKu0XYmH8LWlipiK8LJ78jL5-DXILHYdWtrAJlPHBNyg5FoJy-k_fr_KSBAn9nBJhlHlcNPWjm7NEYLAq5lnQMGg-jtpD04HCjnTMHGRS4_RMbNlzq4Ca874ySJQ7aqMfAU1VMGMjZ62tQAlndSpUoq4E9dlUzSjLbbqE9y9FXXssPCdDwbbB5ieHhD8X9fpEBLb3swfD895qlUmhKcmqslTChveRScpLjsLd9F3CWDzc9eV4mCQgOUKFh9F5JAvJf4qVY-UiNErla2q2ESj_o4ojFfMh3klDfHFVVVsGrV-psWBZ0t_7Z59MAXWYmqBEb3s8NIIJvtL4XUuV2FWXJEdPXtECr1_0rFyF78nHwNbZ6Mo4dQHbMG6c2zRaOFiS6Fjg29Zesold5dL6Pp4kKJy7sackBUgiBuhtO-kSKPt18uzcRd9ohKvTaTGOb74cgcbmvN3atYxEfCRTrpO_PYQgDMDi2ZVEAQzRCuU_d438/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h2/UiPRxF1WBhcuPZGj5RUUdWmvNR7YWGitwxcYlZAcIV8
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/nIATlT34azO8Uq6tATWtxJvSVVIiN5Ffa7QLRoCtqbO5UT4F1apeWMaTYkAOQHXDn9mYAglgfybRkxHVbX-gTR5SDY5-riVva21EKOp36M86tiYFLjg9VnwaokeVa04yvguOL1AsnF_gvkgr0Q7D3-2j227pBKp0foYXalFvxox07sO-roroxnteFEwkLBj4M3NP6F_Nt2jdvMvrm99eQhU0__dKBiQ962MXk_i0FXWhOf6XfqgFk-mQeCcGIBSlnaIkvpZjCqeH80wXQOMYouFgImzRIrA8TN8BTjvQsn47qdzwfy7RVNsuU0bVSUSwm7efBk97kZwt0zTCed_2jjhbT-n55vcF20HOy1fHjHBBkaEFarnAmp_H6lR0UylO/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h3/SF4LXVlo17jzbOC-zIysEclAY3B7iXc7Ed1eQ40d0eA
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wehEm_vu1NBVXOKYSqOxTNav7RxMGajy847SakiKxMta5T2l3d25vpdA1qaFW9vDXWV89lvRnLLB6su3Zdof4Z1zu6W9brKHr-nTo6qQ9J62xokQA72c53qavemaRM61YbnDK3tg_qL2Di2oRfiuApiJEadoreX0jMhREUKBIOJLW95-PQqCM6L8dEZEVRu1gNY60olb061KbzViLpDx9LxzJmhdK6X6os1sUpOt-MqXL1iWzh-fYhWROC5rhrcg7C_U14WCZxxtXmf_c4mxDxdnjswo4_PyGlEADwsyktoxvRP7FgJERCM9T2Q6S9SY06JznECTFVZKzg4yRAWUih2XfOEYkSmvohbx0ot3cETicvWg2cMrffPJDd-s2glUOOyXQ6vvUV7TTYUbRbpo9QLFFKKm9b6438DR-2PizgUGApIm7pqxrDdHpv-GG2JL/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h4/xlbElHoqMhTsAEh7Gzx9r3Kfumqbq8smjVzrw2SjCzE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wehEm_vu1NBVXOKYSqOxTNav7RxMGajy847SakiKxMta5T2l3d25vpdA1qaFW9vDXWV89lvRnLLB6su3Zdof4Z1zu6W9brKHr-nTo6qQ9J62xokQA72c53qavemaRM61YbnDK3tg_qL2Di2oRfiuApiJEadoreX0jMhREUKBIOJLW95-PQqCM6L8dEZEVRu1gNY60olb061KbzViLpDx9LxzJmhdK6X6os1sUpOt-MqXL1iWzh-fYhWROC5rhrcg7C_U14WCZxxtXmf_c4mxDxdnjswo4_PyGlEADwsyktoxvRP7FgJERCM9T2Q6S9SY06JznECTFVZKzg4yRAWUih2XfOEYkSmvohbx0ot3cETicvWg2cMrffPJDd-s2glUOOyXQ6vvUV7TTYUbRbpo9QLFFKKm9b6438DR-2PizgUGApIm7pqxrDdHpv-GG2JL/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h4/xlbElHoqMhTsAEh7Gzx9r3Kfumqbq8smjVzrw2SjCzE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/tTBUZwcBH_2q13Ow12s-jQJaavRJHNXh51-ZuoSFY-ky86mKYjIQ6CI60fFHCMX4Tt_OwpPeVjx6zrYBrBS4dCXarN3XZ9RN6EVUnyP4lsoWBQ0ZdfM5P5x9f-mrlwWGNzEMuKZCl7JkXs_PB08DhlcGYSQRD0cp_ppe24aZAxmpT7p9GJf00PCJByipOF8aUtxprI5FhbHC0WJ-G3aWHMwjUvMeoTRiYhRM26ZhJRVonAQJeZpJA3S_6s-F5C9C0k05GfP8Gc8oeBW9Z59cZAfkpd6R6esmjTlD8XHQTg5rAt3quT7_PQLBJ2mShzANS05XPSDPFeSn6uGtPNO2kwnVbbfVCTnFGwHp_Y7FMl7DFXNRtCoVDqFHRVzfD2ku0jHtEuKSSdaNqAoOGGWjB8iw45giAWQ1HXwcjXSf7NdGXhgzYwR4LT5f-VGSqTr1/3kq/febFueOuSoOdKivOki7RRg/h5/F1fNsGgWCa0-cbbwHlfKsA_Blqr_GWnJ5UTNIpuB4vg


Rapid Response Director Hannah Menchhoff. “In 2011, her administration cut
hundreds of millions of dollars to public education and passed legislation that
resulted in a historic teacher shortage and widened achievement gaps. Today, her
message is the same: Rebecca Kleefisch will defund public schools in Wisconsin.”


