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MADISON, Wis. — Four environmental and agricultural groups, working as partners
to bring about long-term solutions to Wisconsin’s water quality issues, cheered the
signing of legislation this week to update the state’s farmland preservation
program.

The bipartisan bill, signed by Gov. Tony Evers as 2023 Wisconsin Act 42, increases
the per-acre tax credits available to participating farmers, while also reducing the
minimum time commitment from 15 years to 10 years. The bill was authored by
Rep. Loren Oldenburg, R-Viroqua, and Sen. Patrick Testin, R-Stevens Point and
received broad, bipartisan support.

Updating the farmland preservation program was a priority issue of the Clean
Water Initiative, a joint effort from Clean Wisconsin, the Dairy Business
Association, the Nature Conservancy and WI Land+Water to find common ground
on water and agricultural issues.

“This legislation is a win for Wisconsin agriculture and conservation,” the groups
said jointly.

“We thank Representative Oldenburg, Senator Testin and others for championing
the legislation, and we credit lawmakers in both parties as well as Governor Evers
for recognizing its importance and doing the bipartisan work necessary to make it a
reality.”

Comments about Act 42 from the organizations:
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“The Farmland Preservation Program has been an invaluable tool in our state’s
efforts to preserve our agricultural land and ensure program participants are
farming in ways that protect water quality and soil health. Passing these program
reforms will continue to encourage more farmers to join this rewarding program and
incorporate conservation into their farm operations.” — Sara Walling, water and
agriculture program director of Clean Wisconsin

“Keeping Wisconsin farmland in production agriculture helps preserve the rich
farming heritage of Wisconsin’s rural communities. These much-needed updates will
create more opportunities for farmer participation and reaffirm our members’
commitment to engaging in proactive agriculture practices that promote the
conservation of our land and water resources.

This effort also highlights the positive outcomes possible when the agriculture and
environmental communities work together to find solutions that benefit all of
Wisconsin. Thank you to all lawmakers who supported these necessary changes to
create a stronger Wisconsin agriculture and dairy community.” — Tim Trotter,
CEO of the Dairy Business Association

“Increasing incentives for Wisconsin farmers to promote healthy soils and clean
water is a win-win for Wisconsin’s agricultural economy and the environment.  The
Farmland Preservation Program is a highly successful tool for growing regenerative
agriculture and increased farmer participation means even stronger protections for
our lands and waters.” — Elizabeth Koehler, executive director of The Nature
Conservancy in Wisconsin

“The Farmland Preservation Program is unique, as it is the only program in
Wisconsin that provides incentives for farmers to maintain working lands that meet
conservation standards. These improvements will only improve this important
program.” — Matt Krueger, executive director of WI Land+Water

BACKGROUND:

The farmland preservation program incentivizes keeping farmland in production
agriculture in exchange for meeting basic conservation standards. Once county
conservation staff certify that participants in the voluntary program meet these
standards, they receive a per-acre tax credit. However, participation over the last
ten years has been in decline.
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About the groups:

For more than 50 years, Clean Wisconsin has been working to protect all that
makes our state special — breathable air, drinkable water, fishable, swimmable
lakes and rivers, and thriving ecosystems .With an active membership and
advocacy base 20,000-strong, Clean Wisconsin’s dedicated staff of experts
conducts sound science, engages in public policy, takes legal action, and fosters
strong partnerships to advocate for laws and practices that ensure a healthy future
for all Wisconsin communities. Learn more at www.cleanwisconsin.org.

The Dairy Business Association is Wisconsin’s leading dairy advocacy group,
championing smart and sensible regulations affecting the dairy community. The
nonprofit organization is comprised of farmers, milk processors, vendors and other
business partners who work collaboratively to ensure that dairy farms of all sizes
have the support they need to keep America’s Dairyland strong.
More information: www.dairyforward.com.

The Nature Conservancy is a global conservation organization dedicated to
conserving the lands and waters on which all life depends. Guided by science, we
create innovative, on-the-ground solutions to our world’s toughest challenges so
that nature and people can thrive together. In Wisconsin, we help farmers improve
soil health and protect clean water while sustaining profitability. We also collaborate
with communities, governments, business and other nonprofits to protect
Wisconsin’s most outstanding natural areas, address climate change and its
impacts, and help make cities more sustainable. To learn more,

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUYW3K8S0OCbhwQl-2Ff4UAMnp6vU5yRLG-2BPM24LCobqfQIv1RI8tm-2F5PwFejfrBJUJ9q8nKJHdZ-2FZoAhioFclYC8hmkWSkqW5eLXjXyDnTxRH9aIx9mvlD8-2F-2F5i1to6gahvQ-3D-3DGHU7_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPUwpCupdfDH85HcV5OdQ-2Buzg96f0KOxvWn-2B2nCBQLB8IKyqMvZduAkDfOmnNAK3c0ZsxkFhBjUegGVwQLaw1oeDBLuuj3OT-2FiH-2FLw4q-2BmvW0znpB0cHC1f22eX29y6XjQs9BREZzRK1xBskNtmBoxDc2BWryvvhW7XWzcm0caR2ouvaoN-2BKGGf-2BtuIanaXpm2bEe9zQMUybFCQryF15unozfUX6VL1xGai9NRbgxcZavXNRtj5MuQqmfIv0boMYm2n5udxhaSOjtR3XvXo1mFgjU-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUYW3K8S0OCbhwQl-2Ff4UAMnqsrYFIi9yrPgy8F1-2FFaaxd1g7qFu78bwEjh5nVunaf-2BEHGlf2ct4OGm9-2BkaBih-2BiLgxQFV60PPst3VxynbIJWGBEUX_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPUwpCupdfDH85HcV5OdQ-2Buzg96f0KOxvWn-2B2nCBQLB8IKyqMvZduAkDfOmnNAK3c0ZsxkFhBjUegGVwQLaw1oeDBLuuj3OT-2FiH-2FLw4q-2BmvW0znpB0cHC1f22eX29y6XjQs43NBYhQsNcP7HoFO3BMqQ96VqZy78SAKl8rINmBkCR-2FdsPiqg67V3-2B7PsMKUWJcIRWNlp2hmU4Uz-2BEw13thsx6KZhUgHo0ne3KlHqhkhHXyLSyO6bQC8NuAl4T-2B24x5A9wBnn4ohGIW7HOaXsgiU9c-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUYW3K8S0OCbhwQl-2Ff4UAMnp6vU5yRLG-2BPM24LCobqfQIv1RI8tm-2F5PwFejfrBJUJ9lqCU9hNkI5EFEFF1JOMmkEhocD1tHO1kv6kUozal1yX6quUCR4037-2BvKVTQnX-2FSxw-3D-3D-HMK_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPUwpCupdfDH85HcV5OdQ-2Buzg96f0KOxvWn-2B2nCBQLB8IKyqMvZduAkDfOmnNAK3c0ZsxkFhBjUegGVwQLaw1oeDBLuuj3OT-2FiH-2FLw4q-2BmvW0znpB0cHC1f22eX29y6XjQs7WQ4l0428pUdjVfQkm4dnhCVPlNIWH9kkQrGWPk9-2F-2BQ5iQ-2FfUT9PmQj5xCLuj75m0IDl7BiGS5B-2BlZn1ZN35iPgy1HgDJmh8bOoyqwh9ca9Pc5eyi-2FCG7y-2BK08jKzoVhUnwGap1BlNWk0y8B4NSJ18-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUfpvRq7fJtue-2FS3BYJ-2Bbctoi4v8O83zxnGJfdQzv9dWuMvQoydtp6TjIYD4AxsbJSMhhjgLB4-2BJaSwPJ3oLvmrlFIHHfonWmHdksg2nuQLwfUR3GbDsB-2Byh1awi-2F81oJH8x8TjmVBGQa7t1pndtKhbUhGgJRt-2FZJqyr-2BoeLr8YPlATvsWB0rtSvaHYPx6DWm3g3pLvZGh1I6puwzww5veuXcXr5Yi-2B770SVxapMw3-2B9HpHhq2ZGKFAiWijs2kHDN-2BqPdtFbMsr2ck-2Fftd59YerSI9J018m0owCuGqmVMBDla3m-2FwhrFSuPLqGM8fhV5jJw-3D-3DVILP_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPUwpCupdfDH85HcV5OdQ-2Buzg96f0KOxvWn-2B2nCBQLB8IKyqMvZduAkDfOmnNAK3c0ZsxkFhBjUegGVwQLaw1oeDBLuuj3OT-2FiH-2FLw4q-2BmvW0znpB0cHC1f22eX29y6XjQsygzoZ1lolI90-2BnjZ0sThaGUfzIw3JY9fAHaLLXb4KkaG9J5XM-2F-2BK6FpTe8tMrjKs-2FtDlbLR6FuscF4uZjBl5ocWWKQ1ouWbprIJ8qpuMkV17vR4b53Z1k1jJRSVI-2FejBHX0QgD6MQji3MWiPV4slfo-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9pTWepOXxTpqPcKjs6FiwegUreuqxa6vpbs3bClDU40bZdHa_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPUwpCupdfDH85HcV5OdQ-2Buzg96f0KOxvWn-2B2nCBQLB8IKyqMvZduAkDfOmnNAK3c0ZsxkFhBjUegGVwQLaw1oeDBLuuj3OT-2FiH-2FLw4q-2BmvW0znpB0cHC1f22eX29y6XjQs-2FzjILj-2BE-2FLqw3z9ItjspgQbSl3faOuDab7qEk4RpLnyib-2BtaSezcFaXtJjC0Sw80CwUL2W1ZX8SPlIJQxWH0HOw-2BSw2YQvZKsm57c1c6day22JaUYIJKVmo-2FtndDrmqHkeqZooBsPa48wVmcn-2FDmYI-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9seLqqS9lre-2BU7p-2F3yD4sWD4AgqwGoq-2B8ZZAyhgDWB2pTGCO_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPUwpCupdfDH85HcV5OdQ-2Buzg96f0KOxvWn-2B2nCBQLB8IKyqMvZduAkDfOmnNAK3c0ZsxkFhBjUegGVwQLaw1oeDBLuuj3OT-2FiH-2FLw4q-2BmvW0znpB0cHC1f22eX29y6XjQs-2F01HjDVy74F0EytaD21kXjJgkbxwjtR-2Bcd0gB-2Fnc0IwtJ4UOreKABYVdPrJvoS0jDwHrLVZgXuYTw3WNGf4DGLhGBjVYVQz2Yjw3iRfyLFheZiJ7TzcoKAAvp1HPX5UR9kofl2JXDNWwQnQXPfzEVs-3D


visit www.nature.org/wisconsin.

WI Land+Water is a nonprofit organization that supports the local and statewide
efforts of all county land and water conservation department staff and land
conservation committee supervisors across Wisconsin. Our members work directly
with landowners, farmers and citizens to improve land and water management. This
boots-on-the-ground approach provides all Wisconsinites with direct access to
technical assistance and professional expertise. Learn more
at www.wisconsinlandwater.org.
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