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MADISON, Wis. – The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the
Department of Health Services (DHS) today announced a new PFAS-based
consumption advisory for the Bay of Green Bay and its tributaries.

Elevated levels of perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS), a type of per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), were detected in rainbow smelt sampled from
Green Bay. As a result, the DNR and DHS recommend consuming only one meal per
week of rainbow smelt from the Bay of Green Bay and its associated tributaries up
to the first dam, including portions of the Peshtigo, Oconto and Menominee rivers.

“Eating locally caught fish is a cost-effective way to feed your family a lean, healthy
protein. This advisory, like our long-standing mercury and polychlorinated biphenyl
(PCB) advisories, is another way to ensure our anglers who eat their catch are
provided with the right information to consume fish safely,” said Lori Tate, Fisheries
Management Section Supervisor.

PFAS are a group of human-made chemicals that have been used for decades in
various products, such as non-stick cookware, fast food wrappers, stain-resistant
sprays and certain types of firefighting foams that have made their way into the
environment.

Health risks may increase when fish with high levels of PFAS are consumed more
frequently than recommended. These can include increased cholesterol levels,
decreased immune response, decreased fertility in women, and cancers, among
other health effects. More information is available on the DHS website.

https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmRocy53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L2NoZW1pY2FsL3BmYXMuaHRtIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDUwNC43NjIxNzQyMSJ9.tBGU3tFO0jzVIF8asF3uz9fewl7nO9ShFe9b_K8CQhc/s/62239423/br/175447216478-l


Following fish consumption advisories will help protect you from consuming excess
PFOS, PCBs and mercury. A complete list of up-to-date consumption advisories can
be found in the DNR’s Choose Wisely booklet.

Additional fish consumption advice and information on the effects of PFAS can be
found on the DNR’s website.
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