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[Milwaukee, Wis.] – Patient Advocate Linda Hansen penned an op-ed in
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel advocating for Senate Bill 121, which increases
access to life-saving breast imaging for those with dense breast tissue and those at
increased risk of breast cancer. The bipartisan bill, co-sponsored by over one-third
of the Legislature and backed by leading health organizations across the state, is
authored by Sen. Rachael Cabral-Guevara (R-Appleton) and Rep. Nate Gustafson (R-
Neenah).

Hansen writes, “I followed all the rules. At 40, I went for my very first
mammogram, and did so again every year as recommended.”Despite a clear
mammogram in 2010, just five weeks later, she was diagnosed with metastatic
breast cancer. Like about 40% of women, Linda Hansen has dense breast tissue,
which makes women 4-6 times more likely to get breast cancer and makes cancer
much more difficult to detect on standard mammograms.

Susan G. Komen reports that supplemental or diagnostic tests across the country
can range from $234 to over $1,000 in out-of-pocket costs, making them cost-
prohibitive. Hansen writes:

“Unfortunately, additional imaging often costs patients several hundreds
of dollars, making it a financial hurdle for those in need of lifesaving tests.
Finances or income status should never determine access to medical
treatment, especially for cancer imaging. For so many women, paying over
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$1,000 for these tests isn’t an option, making this legislation critical.”

Read the full piece here or below:

Op-Ed: I followed the rules and still got breast cancer. New screening bill
will help others catch it.

More than 5,000 women alone will be diagnosed with breast cancer this year

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Linda Hansen

August 31, 2023

I followed all the rules. At 40, I went for my very first mammogram, and did so again
every year as recommended. As far as I knew, I wasn’t at higher risk. No one in my
family had ever been diagnosed with breast cancer. I exercised, ate healthy food,
and got as much sleep as a working mother of three could expect. Each year, my
mammogram came back the same: all clear.

But “all clear” was only part the story. It turns out that I have dense breast tissue,
just like about half of women over age 40. What I didn’t know was that with
standard mammograms, finding breast cancer in dense breasts is like finding a
snowflake in a snowball. It’s nearly impossible. Additionally, women with dense
breasts are 4-6 times more likely to get breast cancer than other women.

When I asked my doctor what dense breasts meant on my mammogram results, I
was told that it wasn’t something to worry about. But just five weeks after a clear
mammogram in 2010, I was told that I had breast cancer. More frightening still, I
was soon told that my breast cancer had metastasized and was incurable.
Ultimately, I had a 50% chance to live through the next three years.

Had I known then what I know now, I would have pressed for an ultrasound or MRI
after the initial clear mammograms. My life and the lives of countless women could
have been saved with an earlier diagnosis by additional imaging tools that existed
long before we were diagnosed with terminal breast cancer.
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More than 5,000 women will be diagnosed with
breast cancer in Wisconsin this year
In Wisconsin alone, more than 5,000 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer
this year, and more than 700 of them will die from the disease. Every 13 minutes,
someone in our country dies of metastatic breast cancer. But it doesn’t have to be
this way. As medical researchers continue their work to find a cure, legislators in
Madison are coming together to increase access to life-saving breast imaging with a
bipartisan bill that is literally a matter of life and death.

Senate Bill 121, authored by Sen. Rachael Cabral-Guevara, R-Appleton, and Rep.
Nate Gustafson, R-Neenah, will eliminate patient cost-sharing for those with dense
breasts and others at increased risk of breast cancer who need additional imaging.
More than 70% of breast cancers occur in dense breasts, and for many, a diagnosis
comes only after symptoms occur and cancer has metastasized. 

Unfortunately, additional imaging often costs patients several hundreds of dollars,
making it a financial hurdle for those in need of lifesaving tests. Finances or income
status should never determine access to medical treatment, especially for cancer
imaging. For so many women, paying over $1,000 for these tests isn’t an option,
making this legislation critical.

Nominal cost for scans in cases where breast
cancer symptoms not visible
Opponents of the bill make the misleading claim that no-cost coverage for
additional imaging will unreasonably increase insurance premiums. In reality, early
detection is the most cost-efficient option, as care for metastatic breast cancer
patients can cost upwards of $1 million annually. If my cancer had been caught at
Stage 1, my total treatment costs would have been around $100,000. But my
cancer was missed by 15 annual mammograms, and it now costs between $750,000
to $1million per year to keep me alive.

Studies have shown that the estimated impact of no-cost diagnostic imaging on
insurance premiums is just a $0.04–$0.07 increase per member per month. I would
argue that the chance to save the life of a loved one is worth an extra $0.84 per
year.

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OwXcaAyhY-2Bt1-2FppeKXzyd5GThf2lJfHMyjbLpeNLRCTE6Z0mI67D1zlRJRTXgtXMtjYRfMKh1Hx6HVaq-2B6VKGRS2Rk2xSSBgnschFj050E0-2Fg1-2FwglZBqnEAUJf-2FLiqN8bhQN7Qo6NGHvlAdCPzGDA-3D-3DaJn4_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4zUivKesw0X1ADZTxxRixISnnea20ydERGb4cqTdoCYVSj6PRsZLGzt19EDzv5NAvuZmD-2F1YvNErV9u1wruTIb-2FFJi8b-2FSkpCSrMALcMEWdCfXh6ze41t3EjcVzpe-2BAimO0l67MJA9q4bPJ57ApBxKFNqbf28DrL6SmNHOV7h3YC553BdfKJ47rkiyHc9cp0pDyz0Y4AzG2dA-2FwvURF9CfWi6U9ndf8Si0azyBvuuyrAdBnLOkG5U3ayLqRyQHlFQPuy8EWTcAB0UZV4s7RV5Kgu6A1RkZ1wjt0T6w1fiZeauojCY1OcAFpvaEjs8n7SfTMwxg6yBrbXQWNO21UDbjLu4cp50HxeYRzQEwP8cztPA-3D-3D
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OwXcaAyhY-2Bt1-2FppeKXzyd5GThf2lJfHMyjbLpeNLRCTYQ1meVLLFkSYKJrxlY3LDkyQIu2jf4hNjQSZa9FhOyoEf1GoOWQWOt-2BnBOrYnGWoExTGWFZ9ZKk-2BGwTgqcNa-2FY7Js_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4zUivKesw0X1ADZTxxRixISnnea20ydERGb4cqTdoCYVSj6PRsZLGzt19EDzv5NAvuZmD-2F1YvNErV9u1wruTIb-2FFJi8b-2FSkpCSrMALcMEWdCfXh6ze41t3EjcVzpe-2BAimO0l67MJA9q4bPJ57ApBxKFNqbf28DrL6SmNHOV7h3YC6SywuucgpiGvx-2BUFpayaw-2Fk4sjtPBfBiJK1nwAbmpQlKMf7w9ixLBfEMVJ1wGlLCJVN94J8FcS5kDTjwPrmthdtLWhvaMayeHHA-2FaPMCJ5esscv6gEv7Ew8o8QE3eWxNHdveRMWd-2Bhy5FUbPCvLzpEuwyK3jN-2BMjXhlxqAnwjBChn09-2BhiE4FB0yI1zY9pxEA-3D-3D
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OwXcaAyhY-2Bt1-2FppeKXzyd5GThf2lJfHMyjbLpeNLRCRvRBI6rpL-2F0392CIOTvCYbUl64vh3aYv9yKqXqFNhpaPjeWFx82CrD73EvV1vtHoAhgudSwM9kJ5Na9lA9T97zQTar_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4zUivKesw0X1ADZTxxRixISnnea20ydERGb4cqTdoCYVSj6PRsZLGzt19EDzv5NAvuZmD-2F1YvNErV9u1wruTIb-2FFJi8b-2FSkpCSrMALcMEWdCfXh6ze41t3EjcVzpe-2BAimO0l67MJA9q4bPJ57ApBxKFNqbf28DrL6SmNHOV7h3YC3XgciYOT-2BPNCHjQjHUfb-2BQfwsPXcw8up2H17lRhuF514h2U16Nr-2F6N474vCgzZfL5io83vUFfAl5OWMP4Y77KP2SWkPKcQ839Y2NQI4yybaiA-2B-2F4i6Ym-2FTARRy2Gt12YKdsJa9YIqCg-2BtiqEQzJig6tN1z7MsZ7Bp5kH-2BBmrOMT3oMSCRrwex6HhQFAOnt5cw-3D-3D
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OwXcaAyhY-2Bt1-2FppeKXzyd5GThf2lJfHMyjbLpeNLRCRJfByP-2BXRjP5-2BhFdYVwNZTeueKPGChajCwJOQMH3emlxu0Qld9f3C-2BbxCJrmAPMn6v9F9rs1lULtQQP5bFzBV7p9fx_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4zUivKesw0X1ADZTxxRixISnnea20ydERGb4cqTdoCYVSj6PRsZLGzt19EDzv5NAvuZmD-2F1YvNErV9u1wruTIb-2FFJi8b-2FSkpCSrMALcMEWdCfXh6ze41t3EjcVzpe-2BAimO0l67MJA9q4bPJ57ApBxKFNqbf28DrL6SmNHOV7h3YC-2FDxE7GeUPowvW4ipB6tZSQEC8btV8Pyxfhc1SBPeueV0fOya12NOY9wZKq7GUc7lmHS3WEe7BpDueegsYXf22SZEc0weAmLWPkL24uxn7GUnXqAN3UQ-2FpYRFXNG2-2BKi5lgjf0T8-2FbaDuzEdQ1jcGdgfkMwfIUI62BVbKMFFir-2F1EsaLXm629XjJyXW6Ew6qSQ-3D-3D
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OwXcaAyhY-2Bt1-2FppeKXzyd5GThf2lJfHMyjbLpeNLRCQfBkkPWNE-2FiFqdHi8aVMgqZLI2jclrQjG2HElw6SdGD6ZNIZ1ha8MUfybXe5h0N1gdBiNN2qiqipdVQudIA-2F-2BkGtx3_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4zUivKesw0X1ADZTxxRixISnnea20ydERGb4cqTdoCYVSj6PRsZLGzt19EDzv5NAvuZmD-2F1YvNErV9u1wruTIb-2FFJi8b-2FSkpCSrMALcMEWdCfXh6ze41t3EjcVzpe-2BAimO0l67MJA9q4bPJ57ApBxKFNqbf28DrL6SmNHOV7h3YC3bij5L-2FxSijNUH1hStNm6lWX0OLgKJOhTDbzk301VmY7yXrXsO0b9mgtIq7g-2B3gdgsJGCvhx49vbg8S5f7DBzz3VpAPL15ZHdNPxJbbBYJQnu0F9jwNr2eCLxjcDJ4kaqm1oZ2O9gXjAGVoWxIQbXM24XGRaCCHSAiwrlIPJ9gBOUJc2e-2BxvSn79fR0CZh3Cg-3D-3D


Even today, women who are following the rules – like I did – will receive
mammogram results where cancer goes undetected. SB 121 is a lifesaver for every
woman with dense breasts or who is having trouble swimming in a sea of financial
obligations. It can take away the death sentence from these women.

In just the past few months, several states have added insurance coverage for
supplemental or diagnostic imaging, and similar breast imaging legislation has been
passed in nearly half the country. It’s time to do the same in Wisconsin. SB 121 is
backed by leading healthcare organizations and already co-sponsored by more than
one-third of the Legislature. It’s encouraging to see this level of bipartisanship. 

This bill is not going to save me, but it will save the lives of others. One in
eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer at some point in their lives. I
don’t want anyone else and their families to go through the same things my family
and I did. There are readily available options to catch this disease early. I encourage
the Wisconsin Legislature to pass this vital and life-saving bill. Those who support
this cause can visit EarlyDetectionWI.com to learn more and get involved.

Linda Hansen is a retired attorney and breast cancer patient advocate who lives in
Franklin.
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