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RACINE—Mayor Cory Mason released the following statement today:

“We envision a city and state where every kid has the opportunity to reach their
first birthday. Unfortunately that’s not the case in Racine. Infant mortality rates in
the city and county are unacceptably high, especially for our babies who are
African-American.

“For this reason, I am in strong support of Governor Tony Evers’ maternal and infant
health initiatives in the 2023-2025 budget. The Governor is proposing $30 million
over the biennium to extend BadgerCare postpartum coverage up to 12 months. It
is worth noting that Wisconsin is one of 13 states that has not adopted Medicaid
expansion.

“As a father myself, this issue resonates with me. The state has made progress, but
there’s still so much to do in getting mothers, especially Black mothers, the
resources and support they deserve. No one should have to worry about their infant
reaching their first birthday in our community.”

The City of Racine and partner organizations including Baby Express hosted
Governor Tony Evers at a roundtable event in Racine on March 20th of this year to
discuss the health of mothers and infants.
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