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Project Democracy PAC: Bipartisan
WI business leaders launch new
Supreme Court ad, criticize Kelly for
election-denying endorsement
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>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.

MILWAUKEE, WI - The bipartisan Wisconsin business leaders who participated in a
statewide six-figure digital ad supporting Janet Protasiewicz for state Supreme Court
criticized her opponent Daniel Kelly today for campaigning with a far-right activist
with ties to the January 6th insurrection.

“Daniel Kelly’s decision to stand with a flagrant election-denier who was at the
Capitol on January 6th exposes a stunning failure of judgment, and a dangerous
comfort with anti-democratic forces,” said lifelong Republican and Wisconsin
automotive industry executive Anoop Prakash. “Daniel Kelly continues to associate
himself with those who attempted to sabotage our democracy and erode public
faith in our elections and that — combined with his own deliberate actions to
support the fake elector scheme — makes him unworthy of a seat on our Wisconsin
Supreme Court.”

Last week, it was exposed that one of Daniel Kelly’s endorsers is an election denier
who was at the US Capitol during the January 6th Insurrection. According to

one report, “Wisconsin Supreme Court candidate Daniel Kelly said Thursday he’s
not bothered that one of his vocal supporters is connected to the insurrection at the
U.S. Capitol. Scott Presler, a Virginia native and conservative activist who planned
several ‘stop the steal’ rallies that promoted false claims about the 2020 election
and was on the grounds of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, is backing Kelly and
campaigning in Wisconsin on his behalf.” Kelly and Presler appeared in a campaign
video together.


https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
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Project Democracy PAC also announced today a new :15 version of its hard-hitting
Supreme Court ad Enough, which can be viewed here. The message builds off the
significant reach and reaction to the original ad launched one week ago, which has
been viewed 970,000 times times in just seven days, with an

impressive 70.5% percent view completion rate. The new :15 version will allow
distribution to new additional audiences and channels, and again features three
respected Wisconsin business leaders: Elizabeth Brenner, a prominent civic
figure, community volunteer and former business executive; Tom Florsheim, Jr, a
Democrat and footwear industry executive; and Anoop Prakash, an automotive
industry executive, lifelong Republican, former political appointee in the George W.
Bush administration, and United States Marine Corps veteran.

Project Democracy PAC is a bipartisan organization supporting candidates who
promote and advance a strong democracy, is urging voters to elect Janet
Protasiewicz to the Wisconsin Supreme Court on April 4, 2023. Only Judge
Protasiewicz responded to a judicial guestionnaire from Wisconsin Business Leaders
for Democracy asking the candidates to share their judicial philosophy and views on
recent court rulings impacting democracy in Wisconsin. Protasiewicz replied in full,
and in her response she made clear her prioritization of “protecting democracy and
the right to vote.”

Kelly refused to answer, or even acknowledge the inquiry. He
has also embraced extreme election-denialism and attempts to
overturn the legitimate 2020 presidential election. In addition
to accepting the endorsement of an election denier who was at
the Capitol on January 6th, Kelly:

* Participated in a GOP ‘Integrity Tour’ that Baselessly Questioned
Legitimate Election Results:

» “Supporters of Trump, who has repeatedly said the election was stolen but
failed to produce any evidence, have pushed to overturn Biden’s win in
Wisconsin, dismantle the state’s bipartisan elections commission and enact a
host of election law changes...there has been no evidence found to date to
overturn Biden’s win over Trump. That victory has withstood recounts in two
counties, multiple state and federal lawsuits, a nonpartisan audit and a review
by a conservative law firm...The upcoming roundtables are billed as a chance
to join with the Republican National Committee, the Republican Party of
Wisconsin, former Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Dan Kelly and


https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=projectdemocracypac.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wcm9qZWN0ZGVtb2NyYWN5cGFjLm9yZy8=&i=NjBmZWYxNjA3OWI5MDkwZmYyMDczMjc0&t=SGZ2a0RKc3AwS1p2TlVFaEgyT1BLdnE4WlR1Tk5VckJMRkgxZEdTbU1lUT0=&h=517bd0e827674c60ab91f6d5e973aaca&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYMuFN9Qww4Km2cfjOmYJ4b5Ab52OQh6b5_Qy3UL20EYQ
https://youtu.be/Yj87l01etGU
https://projectdemocracypac.org/wisconsin-1
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=projectdemocracypac.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wcm9qZWN0ZGVtb2NyYWN5cGFjLm9yZy8=&i=NjBmZWYxNjA3OWI5MDkwZmYyMDczMjc0&t=SGZ2a0RKc3AwS1p2TlVFaEgyT1BLdnE4WlR1Tk5VckJMRkgxZEdTbU1lUT0=&h=517bd0e827674c60ab91f6d5e973aaca&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYMuFN9Qww4Km2cfjOmYJ4b5Ab52OQh6b5_Qy3UL20EYQ
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=wibusinessfordemocracy.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2lidXNpbmVzc2ZvcmRlbW9jcmFjeS5vcmcvanVkaWNpYWwtY2FuZGlkYXRlLXF1ZXN0aW9ubmFpcmU=&i=NjBmZWYxNjA3OWI5MDkwZmYyMDczMjc0&t=eVc0bG1yUlZBeDVuZ3JYeUpTN3krblFHQ1p6R0N6eW5IZllqMVQrRWtHOD0=&h=517bd0e827674c60ab91f6d5e973aaca&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYMuFN9Qww4Km2cfjOmYJ4b5Ab52OQh6b5_Qy3UL20EYQ
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=wibusinessfordemocracy.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2lidXNpbmVzc2ZvcmRlbW9jcmFjeS5vcmcv&i=NjBmZWYxNjA3OWI5MDkwZmYyMDczMjc0&t=aFEwRnF2ejU0WTFKS3N1M25qMWNmaW1sT3lEVWhPemVndlh4L0FMbTczdz0=&h=517bd0e827674c60ab91f6d5e973aaca&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYMuFN9Qww4Km2cfjOmYJ4b5Ab52OQh6b5_Qy3UL20EYQ
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=wibusinessfordemocracy.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2lidXNpbmVzc2ZvcmRlbW9jcmFjeS5vcmcv&i=NjBmZWYxNjA3OWI5MDkwZmYyMDczMjc0&t=aFEwRnF2ejU0WTFKS3N1M25qMWNmaW1sT3lEVWhPemVndlh4L0FMbTczdz0=&h=517bd0e827674c60ab91f6d5e973aaca&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYMuFN9Qww4Km2cfjOmYJ4b5Ab52OQh6b5_Qy3UL20EYQ
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others...” (Wis St Jrl, 6.15.22)

* Had ‘Pretty Extensive Conversations’ about Fake Elector Scheme:

* “Former state Republican Party Chairman Andrew Hitt said_in a deposition last
year to the U.S. House committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on
the U.S. Capitol that he and Kelly had ‘pretty extensive conversations’ about
the fake elector scheme. Kelly was serving as the party’s ‘special counsel’ at
the time.” (M]S, 2.17.23)

 Was Paid $120,000 to Counsel GOP on Election Issues, Including Fake
Electors:

* “One of the two conservative candidates for an_open Wisconsin Supreme Court
seat [Daniel Kelly] was paid by state and national Republicans to advise on
election issues, including the plan to have fake GOP electors cast ballots for
Donald Trump even though he lost the state..After Kelly left the court in August
2020, he went on to be paid nearly $120,000 by the Wisconsin Republican
Party and the Republican National Committee to work on election issues.” (AP,
2.17.23)

e Was a Trump Ally Who Advised Republicans on Efforts to Overturn
2020 Election:

« “A Donald Trump ally who advised Republicans on legal efforts to overturn the
2020 presidential race has advanced to the Wisconsin Supreme Court general
election...Daniel Kelly is a former state Supreme Court justice with connections
to a plan hatched by the former president’s allies to reverse the 2020 election
results in Wisconsin through the use of ‘fake electors.”” (NBC, 2.21.23)

The Project Democracy PAC campaign digitally targets specific audiences such as
business executives and economic leaders throughout Wisconsin, and voters who
identify as either moderate, centrist, independent, lean Democratic or lean
Republican, or who identify respect of democracy and democratic institutions as an
important issue.

The new Wisconsin Supreme Court ad comes on the heels of Project Democracy’s
successful and widely-praised digital message in the 2022 Wisconsin Governor’s
election. The business leader coalition last November urged a vote for Gov. Evers
over Tim Michels to defend democracy against false claims of voter fraud and
baseless attacks against unbiased election administration. That ad was viewed to
completion nearly 5 million total times for a 71% completion rate during the ad’s
five-week runtime, averaging 173,000 impressions per day.

Project Democracy PAC is a federal political action committee that supports pro-



https://madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/republicans-launch-election-integrity-events-in-wisconsin/article_8acd6331-c4d2-5eaa-9e72-f5afd53f902c.html
https://madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/republicans-launch-election-integrity-events-in-wisconsin/article_8acd6331-c4d2-5eaa-9e72-f5afd53f902c.html
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-J6-TRANSCRIPT-CTRL0000050979/pdf/GPO-J6-TRANSCRIPT-CTRL0000050979.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-J6-TRANSCRIPT-CTRL0000050979/pdf/GPO-J6-TRANSCRIPT-CTRL0000050979.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-J6-TRANSCRIPT-CTRL0000050979/pdf/GPO-J6-TRANSCRIPT-CTRL0000050979.pdf
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/02/17/wisconsin-supreme-court-candidate-dan-kelly-was-paid-120000-by-gop/69912903007/
https://apnews.com/article/abortion-politics-wisconsin-state-government-tony-evers-18ea46ae92a4240e96f5703cb0304e77
https://apnews.com/article/abortion-politics-wisconsin-state-government-tony-evers-18ea46ae92a4240e96f5703cb0304e77
https://apnews.com/article/politics-wisconsin-state-government-donald-trump-10b329de1220254b412d048f4c2be42f
https://apnews.com/article/politics-wisconsin-state-government-donald-trump-10b329de1220254b412d048f4c2be42f
https://apnews.com/article/politics-wisconsin-state-government-donald-trump-10b329de1220254b412d048f4c2be42f
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/daniel-kelly-wisconsin-supreme-court-trump-fake-electors-rcna71276?cid=eml_firstread_20230222&%243p=e_sailthru&_branch_match_id=1029837803840093361&utm_medium=Email%20Sailthru&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAAzWMUQrCMBAFTxP%2F0tZELAhFBOk1Sky3duk2CZuE4O1NBeF9DAPz1pRCvLWte1kHJTYmhIbQba0Od6EuOgwwRYOUVs6nKjzjG52hKTMN6xEL%2FRBqrCulNP8b6%2FdqgidMaGNFILAJvTt4Ng6B5AZEH1kw2qrRyZgDww7S%2BsxJJs57kIvZQP5az1GydaY%2Fq%2F4q9GhxFvoJO00LckwMZp5Up3SnlPoCROZz0NUAAAA%3D
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=youtube.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj05T3E0Q285NlFCSQ==&i=NjBmZWYxNjA3OWI5MDkwZmYyMDczMjc0&t=aUJYSTVIdnNlSVVEYVdRMHUxckRURjBMb1ZUQmxROVh3aTFsSjBGMXkvVT0=&h=517bd0e827674c60ab91f6d5e973aaca&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYMuFN9Qww4Km2cfjOmYJ4b5Ab52OQh6b5_Qy3UL20EYQ
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=projectdemocracypac.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wcm9qZWN0ZGVtb2NyYWN5cGFjLm9yZy8=&i=NjBmZWYxNjA3OWI5MDkwZmYyMDczMjc0&t=SGZ2a0RKc3AwS1p2TlVFaEgyT1BLdnE4WlR1Tk5VckJMRkgxZEdTbU1lUT0=&h=517bd0e827674c60ab91f6d5e973aaca&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYMuFN9Qww4Km2cfjOmYJ4b5Ab52OQh6b5_Qy3UL20EYQ
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democracy candidates and incumbents from both sides of the aisle. The
organization believes our future economic and social success relies on the stability
and vibrancy of our democracy. Its mission is to protect and renew democracy by
supporting candidates and leaders who promote and advance an effective
democracy for all Americans.



