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For nearly a year, WILL has sought public records detailing the Madison
Metropolitan School District’s use of “small instructional groups” that
illegally discriminate against students based on race

The News: Today, the Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty filed a lawsuit against
the Madison Metropolitan School District (MMSD) for violating public records law.
Nearly a year ago, on January 31, 2022, WILL requested records from MMSD
regarding its use of “small instructional groups” for “reading, foundational skills,
and math.” A whistleblower had provided WILL with a partial copy of an official
policy stating that MMSD teachers must “prioritize your African American students
meeting with you first and more often.” After receiving a partial record, WILL asked
for the complete policy and other related public records. As of the date of this
lawsuit, MMSD still refuses to provide public records related to this racially
discriminatory policy. Wisconsin open records laws exist for the purpose of
providing transparency and accountability for state and local taxpayer-funded,
government institutions throughout the state.
This lawsuit is a joint effort between WILL’s Equality Under the Law Project
(DefendEquality.org) and the Wisconsin Transparency Project (wiopenrecords.com).

The WILL Quote: “Race discrimination has no place in public education. It is illegal
and immoral. Parents and community members have a right to know how and why
Madison has been discriminating against students based on race,” says WILL
Associate Counsel Cory Brewer.
Quote from the Wisconsin Transparency Project: “MMSD might be the state’s
worst offender when it comes to extreme delays in responding to record
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requests. Several requests to the district have remained unfulfilled for more than a
year, and they have a long history of problems,” says Tom Kamenick, president and
founder of the Wisconsin Transparency Project.

Background: WILL Deputy Counsel Dan Lennington submitted the original records
request in January 2022, and then followed up on March 8, August 4, September 19,
September 28, November 18 and December 6 with no response other than a single
comment from MMSD that “we will review this request as soon as practical.”

WILL Intern Dylan Palmer also requested records from MMSD on June 1, 2022 asking
for a “complete list of school board adopted textbooks on file with the clerk.” The
district responded June 2 saying that the COVID-19 pandemic has caused “staff
constraints” that had caused them to “experience a delay in responding to
requests.”

As of the date of WILL’s petition, the district has not fulfilled the records requests
from January or June of 2022.

Other institutions and individuals have also faced significant resistance by MMSD in
obtaining public records, including NBC 15.

Read More:Petition for Writ of Mandamus, January 17, 2023
Application for Alternative Writ, January 17, 2023
Affidavit from Lennington, January 12, 2023
Affidavit from Koenen, January 17, 2023
Video, January 17, 2023
Read and share this press release online.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bvvaRN_k436Y2FdyS9SbOGiiPf8QgEiSMNnRJIziC9BvYCFflJRfTtU8SdbUKh8ueqPStuRtLIulSvHa6IMegfEGC-3i67ejWsxr-ZVAX6NoDUhmk2ZFzVHG-rAkdMVi2UsXIT_hiPifXNMDWQNt1Bw4MBUJyhQg81oKAXMwENvPSt43FJb-Oe4SGivk0_ZLMi4iTj4MztqjA_aW5EVR77FFpHKb7-ZhRduxOiVWu0zhxg1nH0nd4g==&c=RnHWN22Utt3-T2KAYaxuq3J0rRg9pXXX9-2HD2YhAv6pPWwlrkqLlQ==&ch=J_JVwJxmg-YjLrKy5wn7h9TaxI2C-HV4rXHgGv7G1VPXZVvuzmpURg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bvvaRN_k436Y2FdyS9SbOGiiPf8QgEiSMNnRJIziC9BvYCFflJRfTtU8SdbUKh8uCvrYuS-CS-1VfFH7M31z3JtpVurFTtd845rSaEolMR8RAvi2Hf3rkXnOT7DVO4lXgcywM-QXzkXUboZQhX-bstv1oev5hO6bEm3PKb-0ThjVaIvEAtf_V6A8T_V-Z4Sl0bCecViFBL1zfA9CMQGtJE2GJsHc1myUHIU8eO83SJggHLTxNinrKnCKT_pzgvrz&c=RnHWN22Utt3-T2KAYaxuq3J0rRg9pXXX9-2HD2YhAv6pPWwlrkqLlQ==&ch=J_JVwJxmg-YjLrKy5wn7h9TaxI2C-HV4rXHgGv7G1VPXZVvuzmpURg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bvvaRN_k436Y2FdyS9SbOGiiPf8QgEiSMNnRJIziC9BvYCFflJRfTtU8SdbUKh8up8WAW1CTG90UiVUseQOeqQftx7OPNCLGqYQgWbUCJnV-_3qeV0qGevfvKQLm47j56wktIHuK7pf6DBnzr95o0KFu4SZgwXvww5bweTSs8jTpPHC9t922KJZ_Ze6ooJd0-ULTd7XL1zZCbEJKJA0z9oaIj-xNSNSl&c=RnHWN22Utt3-T2KAYaxuq3J0rRg9pXXX9-2HD2YhAv6pPWwlrkqLlQ==&ch=J_JVwJxmg-YjLrKy5wn7h9TaxI2C-HV4rXHgGv7G1VPXZVvuzmpURg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bvvaRN_k436Y2FdyS9SbOGiiPf8QgEiSMNnRJIziC9BvYCFflJRfTtU8SdbUKh8uslEtwq28d6CIbRfP2CqAJ-J8XkewQaOeFOMqpJmNoHyxo9Sj_coOTjZRTmYNkN9g0kskHoMT-54Xb64EdMo_Y1YwJdoJ3JSBz83QQps6xaUpOKaJv66VgQsKa_SSGm0PeVlArutLbCVTNiEWhdFNxf7t0_xWry_S&c=RnHWN22Utt3-T2KAYaxuq3J0rRg9pXXX9-2HD2YhAv6pPWwlrkqLlQ==&ch=J_JVwJxmg-YjLrKy5wn7h9TaxI2C-HV4rXHgGv7G1VPXZVvuzmpURg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bvvaRN_k436Y2FdyS9SbOGiiPf8QgEiSMNnRJIziC9BvYCFflJRfTtU8SdbUKh8uULdRieZ4jmkWoDSQ5lUQujjayTHeTMxjDnuVdOA9JCc2JWq1RleJbkxLR2SmemXVUKhAAKsa7BYL-bNymKGcQw==&c=RnHWN22Utt3-T2KAYaxuq3J0rRg9pXXX9-2HD2YhAv6pPWwlrkqLlQ==&ch=J_JVwJxmg-YjLrKy5wn7h9TaxI2C-HV4rXHgGv7G1VPXZVvuzmpURg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bvvaRN_k436Y2FdyS9SbOGiiPf8QgEiSMNnRJIziC9BvYCFflJRfTtU8SdbUKh8uHoTqxIa6RL3hgDvRCqCBtLvTEEwbXIsBArc4GoZSWajhEZPbIVZ6jmyLn5hfr0G433ZZQ5sjwmexwr0e7w5bDWOo5Hsl2lNyYWOC62DytL9J_0_0kYwSUD9TlIjhe03io5OBi7W2AcCJdp7IIHCnEnKNgJ8O6y_ALoT4yudn_V5xICdsMnTIWw==&c=RnHWN22Utt3-T2KAYaxuq3J0rRg9pXXX9-2HD2YhAv6pPWwlrkqLlQ==&ch=J_JVwJxmg-YjLrKy5wn7h9TaxI2C-HV4rXHgGv7G1VPXZVvuzmpURg==

