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Wausau, WI - The Wisconsin Historical Society is pleased to announce the Marathon
County Historical Society (MCHS) has received the Reuben Gold Thwaites Trophy in
the 2023 Board of Curators Awards. The annual awards program recognizes
exceptional work from across the state aligned with the Society’s mission and the
Thwaites Trophy is presented each year to a local history organization for continued
excellence and overall service to its community over a period of at least five years.
The MCHS will hold onto the honor for one year before the trophy moves to the next
winner in 2024.

“On behalf of the Society and Board of Curators, congratulations to the Marathon
County Historical Society for their exemplary service to the community,” said
Christian Overland, the Ruth and Hartley Barker Director & CEO for the Wisconsin
Historical Society. “For 125 years, the Wisconsin Historical Society’s affiliation
program, the first of its kind in the country, has served to connect local, regional,
and state organizations to share our state’s stories and connect people to the past.”

The trophy, named for the Wisconsin Historical Society’s second director who
launched the organization’s affiliation program more than a century ago, was last
awarded to the MCHS in 1958 and 1989. The prestigious award recognizes the
impact of their services and the important role MCHS has played in preserving and
sharing the unique history of the area.

The MCHS was founded in 1952 and today still carries out its mission to collect,
preserve, and share materials related to the history of Marathon County to help
people learn about Northwest Wisconsin and explore their own historical
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connections. The organization operates two historic structures, the Yawkey House
Museum and Woodson History Center, in Wausau.

Over the last several years, MCHS staff members have led an ambitious schedule
averaging 220 programs, events, lectures, and walking tours annually. Through
public programming and attendance at the Woodson History Center, they serve an
average of 16,381 people per year with programs designed to reach various age
groups at locations throughout the county. The organization’s Little Red School
House program serves between 1,500-1,700 students each year and made sure
fourth grade students had access to education outreach kits for teachers to use in
their classrooms during the pandemic. The MCHS also launched two new online
lecture series, History Chats and History Speaks on the Air, during the pandemic
reaching 10,000 viewers in 2020 and 2021.

The Marathon County Historical Society’s thoughtful and innovative approach to
reaching new audiences, designing exhibits and programs that serve a wide variety
of Marathon County residents, and adapting core programs and services during the
pandemic demonstrates an extraordinary commitment to community education and
outreach. The MCHS also demonstrates careful stewardship of collections and an
ongoing commitment to the care and preservation of the historic structures
managed by the Society.

For information about the annual Board of Curators Awards,
visit: https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS15291
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About the Wisconsin Historical Society

The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most
active and most diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state
agency and a private membership organization, its mission is to help people
connect to the past by collecting, preserving and sharing stories. The Wisconsin
Historical Society serves millions of people every year through a wide range of sites,
programs and services. For more information, visit www.wisconsinhistory.org.

About the Marathon County Historical Society

The Marathon County Historical Society, founded by members of the community in


https://u12097671.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=9rudYHeevExQpJ5A1h-2BA7QRLEjWRtQ2MRcHX3pQFrOeCOVgF9cUwW02SGG8Mp2TDTMfn-2FTdBDEk4RfCi7WJ5DQ-3D-3DPZeU_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4z-2Ft-2BheQ-2FTzmqtK9vv5K93GMiOJsahdkPxJKWyl6EkGBnyQhHbIyxbZqkYsXaDl2ZMPyrxAEXZldhQGpFFdojV1mqRcvG4GpRdfYSl8Br-2B1daoYdF6pjtQAdlVQEChV6OeViz3z1Jg4WM4isD48OE6s2OulLjtJ3lglJeQyoVVVQfxakGJ35ygsWuap3kBUQy7Akk1jjtrKig4Hur2vjMx94MxfjfiNyXDqPdLsEjOY8GBor7-2FqXKYcrRpf7CcMZZfMc6BU-2BXZX8qd5gdLjGCoiiqtGsjJ-2BcKtuj53K9aRCMOcSZzu3ZHakZ7-2Bzyq4l9X64VT-2F5FN3vqm7zONp2L39oC-2FAOEJZjipyk-2Bg4MzEr1xB5b9x1dZWnWGHJXP3rLtoZklYCnlgujcAsNdb-2Fhm-2FMYa37FhGVb7mVHheOOtdm-2B3nPaavbxAa-2BKAIXuF7vFCF1K1BgaLPHzH0WoeX43ZDb-2Bcf9nyMNdJ2l8yKNZpWpPwIy79N25lm0L1gOKQlVA1NhjeKXBIolixkBhgVV9S7wSe2UHv0wxhejuyRYbrpwX5Q-3D-3D
https://u12097671.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=9rudYHeevExQpJ5A1h-2BA7eA93KZcJmhBXQ3S8okBd7KmIBmvoDX0ktsPSdWjoFmYj3yb9LvT-2F59VQQlI6LMGo1MFMPgC-2FWrLIFGYMlq7GtwbElBUvJ7Nhd5yx-2FYi4RmZ3qbRTlGGNftQ-2B1rYoFhuTQ-3D-3DTp9Y_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4z-2Ft-2BheQ-2FTzmqtK9vv5K93GMiOJsahdkPxJKWyl6EkGBnyQhHbIyxbZqkYsXaDl2ZMPyrxAEXZldhQGpFFdojV1mqRcvG4GpRdfYSl8Br-2B1daoYdF6pjtQAdlVQEChV6OeViz3z1Jg4WM4isD48OE6s2OulLjtJ3lglJeQyoVVVQfxakGJ35ygsWuap3kBUQy7Akk1jjtrKig4Hur2vjMx94MxfjfiNyXDqPdLsEjOY8GBor7-2FqXKYcrRpf7CcMZZfMc6BU-2BXZX8qd5gdLjGCoiiqtGsjJ-2BcKtuj53K9aRCMOcSZzu3ZHakZ7-2Bzyq4l9X64VT-2F5FN3vqm7zONp2L39oC-2FAOEJZjipyk-2Bg4MzEr1xEM0AoSqIyM2x3P4nbWWxs-2BgxpsB5KD7AZraIL0bNa1v2CNZDeOt1pMgoOr1Fz5nwGC2PW-2F2ueEybw59Gnz114Z-2BdmnKpZQfolev8tYD61-2FMbvgzTCfWzQftNrRpAc3hQT0rS31yd3icHBlIa-2F1QVay0TFIuQ0zbIud0jpdVuCRebnvC8gfORtC0xwJBPhiaSg-3D-3D
https://u12097671.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4PC2wo0fWhUBQdJDPL-2Fxeg76V5kvpVDukaQ9g2g4sJrlcFtIAByHCDdSTfNQCN0f4S7q_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4z-2Ft-2BheQ-2FTzmqtK9vv5K93GMiOJsahdkPxJKWyl6EkGBnyQhHbIyxbZqkYsXaDl2ZMPyrxAEXZldhQGpFFdojV1mqRcvG4GpRdfYSl8Br-2B1daoYdF6pjtQAdlVQEChV6OeViz3z1Jg4WM4isD48OE6s2OulLjtJ3lglJeQyoVVVQfxakGJ35ygsWuap3kBUQy7Akk1jjtrKig4Hur2vjMx94MxfjfiNyXDqPdLsEjOY8GBor7-2FqXKYcrRpf7CcMZZfMc6BU-2BXZX8qd5gdLjGCoiiqtGsjJ-2BcKtuj53K9aRCMOcSZzu3ZHakZ7-2Bzyq4l9X64VT-2F5FN3vqm7zONp2L39oC-2FAOEJZjipyk-2Bg4MzEr1xKxq-2Fvs2Ax5C8ABupBpOOgDarSP8MH6JkDy2o-2Bij8H-2FHPAUWN9n9aZqFxwj32y9nrOywajRKo99Vk7fkCuYE0J4UFbS90oOcNHLaU-2Frw4Dqvyw5W5ZK2dIOK5xfU3UCXZuoVgfLmulm14E27I0nfu41FcE3S3MdXjFFR3tZ9snXLHBdlO87WIDTuPLRbnNgfFg-3D-3D

A~ CAWRNS AFFAIRS
wWISPOLITICS

1952, provides opportunities for people to connect to the past through interactive
exhibits, a research library and many other valuable resources. Their mission is to
collect, preserve, and exhibit materials related to the history of Marathon County,
and to use these materials to help people learn about North Central Wisconsin,
connect with their roots, and explore their own historical connections.



