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Wisconsin Women’s Council: Hmong
women'’s story cloth exhibit in
Capitol for AANHPI Heritage Month

Posted on Thursday, May 18, 2023

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.

MADISON, WI - May is Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
(AANHPI) Heritage Month, and the Women’s Council together with The Hmong
Institute are celebrating and recognizing the culture and heritage of Hmong women
with a story cloth exhibit in the State Capitol (first floor rotunda). The exhibit is on
display now and is viewable during the Capitol’s open hours (8am-6pm M-F;
8am-4pm Weekends) through June 9, 2023.*
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The exhibit, Resiliency: Hmong Women’s Mental Health Journeys During the
COVID-19 Pandemic, features three story cloth quilt panels that were the
culmination of an ethnographic and art therapy project led by The Hmong Institute
and the Wisconsin Women’s Council. In spring 2022, the two organizations started a
project to better understand the experiences of elder Hmong women during the
COVID-19 global pandemic. The project engaged participants of an ongoing
women’s group, Hmong Sisterhood Support Group, at The Hmong Institute’s
community center to discuss and process the impacts of grief, stress, and isolation
experienced during the pandemic on their mental health and well-being and capture
their experiences and stories through a traditional means of documenting the
Hmong experience and history by creating ‘story cloths’.

Through the project’s discussions and story cloth creation, three themes emerged
as the participant’s primary sources of strength and resiliency: their Hmong families


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYmxvZ3MubG9jLmdvdi9pbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsLWNvbGxlY3Rpb25zLzIwMjAvMDcvYXNpYS10ZXh0cy1hbmQtdGV4dGlsZXMtYXQtdGhlLWxpYnJhcnktb2YtY29uZ3Jlc3MtcGFydC1paS1obW9uZy1zdG9yeS1jbG90aHMvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDUxOC43Njk2NTMzMSJ9.eua8B13KKacbGhK1yPbAqEFtzc1yeuoCCsHmsqcUlGA/s/592127623/br/199811758252-l

A~ CAWRNS AFFAIRS
wWISPOLITICS

and community, spirituality/faith, and gardening or being outdoors. The exhibit also
features a poster with a QR code so viewers can watch an online video of interviews
with the women who created the story cloths as they share some their experiences
during the pandemic. The video development was funded in part by the Wisconsin
Humanities.

*The exhibit will be down temporarily on May 20 so that it can be on display at The
Hmong Institute’s annual Hmong Heritage Dinner.

ABOUT THE WISCONSIN WOMEN'’S COUNCIL

The Wisconsin Women'’s Council, celebrating its 40th Anniversary in 2023, is
Wisconsin's statutory commission on the status of women and girls. The Council
promotes initiatives that empower women, serve as a clearinghouse for information
on programs and resources, conducts research, and promotes unigue partnerships
to address barriers and inequalities affecting Wisconsin women. The Council is
guided by a 15-member board appointed by the Governor and Legislative leaders.
For more information about the Wisconsin Women'’s Council, visit our website

at: womenscouncil.wi.gov.

ABOUT THE HMONG INSTITUTE

The Hmong Institute, built from 35 years of experience serving the Hmong and
refugee communities, is a resource to advance community inclusion of Hmong
culture and work to preserve and promote Hmong heritage for the future. The
Hmong Institute is committed sharing Hmong history, culture, and traditions
through opportunities to engage and learn, as well as ensuring that Hmong voices
and experiences are heard and amplified and fulfill its mission to empower
community through education, health, and preservation of Hmong heritage, with
the goal of being a prominent leader in these efforts. For more information about
The Hmong Institute, visit our website at: thehmonginstitute.org


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnlvdXR1YmUuY29tL2NoYW5uZWwvVUM1TUlfMk9hQVo3OWdGRHJfNkhuYzJRIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDUxOC43Njk2NTMzMSJ9.YhAWbWkrDRJ5HC1qV0g7Y35pkrUhQKWfSbSmmC9-Y7M/s/592127623/br/199811758252-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd2lzY29uc2luaHVtYW5pdGllcy5vcmcvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDUxOC43Njk2NTMzMSJ9.BgrZB5cr6hlGUIH8AuRRGnE6-o9KIdC9pXqaJekFKpY/s/592127623/br/199811758252-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd2lzY29uc2luaHVtYW5pdGllcy5vcmcvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDUxOC43Njk2NTMzMSJ9.BgrZB5cr6hlGUIH8AuRRGnE6-o9KIdC9pXqaJekFKpY/s/592127623/br/199811758252-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbWFkaXNvbjM2NS5jb20vdGhlLWhtb25nLWluc3RpdHV0ZS13aWxsLWNlbGVicmF0ZS1hYXBpLWhlcml0YWdlLW1vbnRoLXdpdGgtYW5udWFsLWhtb25nLWhlcml0YWdlLWRpbm5lci8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNTE4Ljc2OTY1MzMxIn0.BIRjGlmP0b0CvKr8j-KQ0Q8CXiCyFK-k4hPG84j_Uao/s/592127623/br/199811758252-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd29tZW5zY291bmNpbC53aS5nb3YvUGFnZXMvaG9tZS5hc3B4IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDUxOC43Njk2NTMzMSJ9.1allqIDSMSWKpQNViRMUiRAjZiniJuld6HhJezwu_q8/s/592127623/br/199811758252-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdGhlaG1vbmdpbnN0aXR1dGUub3JnLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA1MTguNzY5NjUzMzEifQ.Pxd083RiMzm2nTsJUepZBA8fZioEIW0ee5xbnZHKKQ4/s/592127623/br/199811758252-l

