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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, U.S. Representative Mark Pocan (WI-02), Chair
of the HIV/AIDS Caucus, introduced the HIV Is Not a Crime Awareness Day
resolution, which recognizes nationwide February 28 as “HIV Is Not a Crime
Awareness Day.” This is a call to action to end the criminalization of people living
with HIV and to promote science-based public health policy. 

“In 2026, it should not be a crime to live with HIV, but in nearly 3/4ths of the states,
there are still HIV-specific exposure or transmission laws, and more than half of the
states impose enhanced criminal penalties based solely on a person’s HIV status.
That is wrong. It’s long past time to remove the stigma of HIV/AIDS. This resolution
will encourage the repeal of outdated laws, promote medically accurate HIV
education, and support increased funding for prevention, treatment, and care.
Having a disease should not be a crime. Plain and simple.” 

Co-sponsors include: Mark Pocan (WI-02), Steve Cohen (TN-09), Danny Davis
(IL-07), Josh Gottheimer (NJ-05), LaMonica McIver (NJ-10), Gwen Moore (WI-04),
Eleanor Holmes Norton (DC), Delia Ramirez (IL-03), Mark Takano (CA-39), Bonnie
Watson Coleman (NJ-12)

Endorsing organizations include: Advocates for Youth, AIDS United, ANEA
Coalition, Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation, Equality Federation, Health
Not Prisons Collective, HIV Medicine Association, HIV+Hepatitis Policy Institute,
National Working Positive Coalition, National Working Positive Coalition, PWN-NYS,
Ribbon-A Center of Excellence, SAGE, Save HIV Funding Campaign, SIECUS: Sex Ed
for Social Change, Strategies for High Impact, The Elizabeth Taylor AIDS Foundation,
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U.S. People Living with HIV Caucus, ALINT Consulting, Association of Nurses in AIDS
Care, Florida National Organization for Women, Miss Trans Star National, NASTAD,
NHAAN, NMAC, Positive Women’s Network-USA, PrEP4All, Pwn-Pa, RiseUpToHIV, 
SisterReach, The 6:52 Project Foundation, The Center for HIV Law and Policy, The
Sero Project, The Well Project, Treatment Action Group, Women’s Health &
Evolutionary Wellness, AIDS Foundation Chicago, Colorado Organizations and
Individuals Responding to HIV/AIDS (CORA), Health Not Handcuffs Alliance – SC, HIV
Modernization Movement-Indiana, Louisiana Coalition on Criminalization and Health,
Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence, Positive Iowans Taking Charge, TENT,
Vivent Health, Vivent Health, We the Positive Network/My Brother’s Keeper, Equality
California, Silver State Equality, AIDS Foundation Chicago, Arianna’s Place, Five
Horizons Health Services, ACT UP Cleveland, CareSouth Carolina (Care Innovations),
Posada Strategy Consulting

Text of the resolution can be found here.
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