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Compromise on PFAS Aid Passes in Wisconsin!
Legislation now heads to the Governor to sign

A year after they were first introduced, the Senate today passed two bills that together
allocate funding for Wisconsin communities harmed by PFAS contamination. When the
legislation was first introduced in March of 2025, finding a compromise that would
ensure polluters are held accountable seemed unlikely. Clean Wisconsin spent months
working with the bills” authors, Representative Mursau and Senator Wimberger, to find
common ground. Our policy experts and attorneys scrutinized the text, identified
sections of concern and developed recommendations to address those concerns while
remaining cognizant of the needs of communities affected by PFAS pollution. Clean
Wisconsin appreciates the extent to which bill authors listened to our concerns over a
series of many meetings, considered our requests and addressed most of those
concerns in the legislation that passed on Tuesday.

Statement from Clean Wisconsin Governent Affairs Director Erik Kanter on today’s
Senate passage of the PFAS bills:

“The unanimous bipartisan passage of these bills is the result of years of work toward
compromise. The Legislature created the PFAS trust fund 32 months ago, and since
then, people in Marinette, Peshtigo, the Town of Campbell, the Town of Stella, and
communities throughout the state have waited and waited for our state government to
create the programs through which the PFAS trust fund can be allocated. Now, an end
to that waiting is finally in sight.

The long, difficult work toward compromise on what should have been a
straightforward spending bill is a telling sign that toxic PFAS contamination is evolving
into a widespread, costly public health and environmental crisis—one that touches
everyone from consumers to farmers and manufacturers. It's a crisis our state cannot
ignore. This must be the first of many actions from Wisconsin lawmakers to take real,
meaningful action that protects all of us from these pervasive, harmful chemicals. The
state must now establish PFAS groundwater standards to provide clean water protection
for rural Wisconsinites on private wells.”



PFAS (or per-and-polyfluoroalkyl substances) are a class of thousands of different
chemicals, many of which are still being manufactured and used in a wide variety of
products, like non-stick pans, fast food wrappers, carpets, upholstery, firefighting foam,
shoes and clothing. The harmful chemicals have made their way into waterways across
Wisconsin, prompting the DNR to issue numerous fish consumption advisories. PFAS
have also been detected in municipal drinking water systems and private water wells in
many communities including Eau Claire, La Crosse, the Town of Stella, Madison,
Rhinelander, Marshfield, Manitowoc, French Island, Marinette, Peshtigo and Wausau.
Studies have shown that high-level exposure to PFAS is associated with suppressed
vaccine response, increased risk of some cancers, increased cholesterol, and increased
risk of high blood pressure in pregnant women.
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On behalf of its more than 20,000 members and supporters, Clean Wisconsin works to combat climate change and
pollution in our air, water and land to ensure a healthy future for every Wisconsin community.



