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Speaker Biography: Dr. Jeffrey Sommers is a Professor of Political Economy

and Public Policy at the University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee and Senior Fellow

at their former Institute of World Affairs. He has held several US State
Department Fulbright Awards to Central & East Europe. Additionally, he has
served as an invited specialist for a US State Department new Ambassador
training in Washington, DC. Furthermore, his counsel has been sought by
investors, along with ministerial and government leaders to the Prime Minister
level. In addition to his academic work, he has been published in outlets such
as the Financial Times, The New York Times, Project Syndicate, The Guardian,
The Nation, Social Europe, Jacobin and others.
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Latvia’s Independence Day

November 18 is Latvia’s Independence Day, marking the 1918
proclamation of the Republic of Latvia. It is a day of national identity and
resilience —a reminder of the struggle for freedom, the sacrifices of those
who fought for independence, and the enduring spirit of the Latvian
people.

On November 18, 1918, the People’s Council of Latvia, meeting in the
Second Riga City Theatre (now the Latvian National Theatre), declared
Latvia an independent, democratic, and sovereign state. This came after
centuries under foreign rule by powers such as the German, Swedish,
Polish, and Russian empires. The proclamation was a bold act in a city
still under foreign military control, symbolizing the Latvian people’s right
to self-determination.
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Although the declaration was followed by the Latvian War of 8 no Vem 6",
Independence (1918 - 1920), November 18th is marked and remembered | 4

by Latvians as the moment the nation’s statehood was officially born. In 44 é/'é
1991, Latvia also restored its independence after Soviet occupation, [a(l/!/af Re/’” ( aoo
making the date a dual commemoration of both the 1918 declaration and é/ e a $
the modern re-establishment of the state. /’,‘0 ame;ﬂ”af rena
DIEVS, SVETI LATVIJU! (God Bless Latvia) A )
“Dievs, svéti Latviju, Mas' dargo taviju, 2026. gada 14. novembri
Sveti jel Latviju, Ak, sveéti jel to! (2x) Milwaukee City Hall

Kur latvju meitas zied, Kur latvju déli dzied, 200 E. Wells Street, Mitwaukee, Wisconsin

Laid mums tur laimé diet, Mas' Latvija!” (2x)
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