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Returning military vets may register at discount
to attend Nov. 6-7 Early Stage Symposium

MADISON, Wis. — Armed services veterans who want to learn about launching, expanding and financing
a business may register at a major discount to attend the Wisconsin Early Stage Symposium, Nov. 6-7 at
the Monona Terrace Convention Center in Madison.

Veterans from the post-9/11 era may attend the full conference, which includes two breakfasts, two
lunches and an evening reception, for $60. That rate compares to the full conference fee of $279 and is
made possible by our sponsors and the Wisconsin Technology Council’s support for the work of the state
Department of Veterans Affairs. An identical student rate is available.

“Post 9/11 veterans can bring a host of skills to business, from technical expertise to teamwork to a
personal work ethic,” said Tom Still, president of the Tech Council, which produces the conference. “This
conference offers tips on how to launch and grow a business, while featuring chances to network with
some of Wisconsin’s best entrepreneurs and investors.”

Visit wisearlystage.com and click “Register Now,” then choose “Returning Veterans” or “Student” under
the registration drop-downs.

“Trends in investing: What ‘treps need to know” is the 2019 theme for the event, which will feature
company presentations, a dozen panel discussions and workshops, keynote speakers and more. Detailed
information is available on the conference website: wisearlystage.com.

The Early Stage Symposium is one of the largest events of its kind in the Upper Midwest. More than 500
people are expected for the two-day conference. Other highlights will include:

B More than 40 company presentations in two different platforms and the “Investor Intros” speed-
dating segment.

B Keynote speakers Marques Ogden, entrepreneurial former NFL player with a rags-to-riches-to-
rags-and-back story, and UW-Eau Claire graduate Jeff Schumacher, who founded California-
based BCG Digital Ventures and now leads 55 Foundry, which will invest in and incubate young
decentralized technology companies.

B Remarks by the 2019 winner of the “Excellence in Entrepreneurial Education” award, Anne
Smith of the UW-Madison Law and Entrepreneurship Clinic.

B Panel discussions and educational seminars featuring leading entrepreneurs, investors and others
tied to the tech sector.
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B “Office Hours,” offering the opportunity to meet with subject experts on a variety of topics in
small discussion groups or one-on-one.

B A Nov. 6 evening conference reception, two luncheons, two breakfasts and other networking
opportunities, including an investors-only dinner.
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