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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 12, 2020 Statement

Statement on the withdrawal of Dr. Jim Johnsen as UW System Presidential
candidate

MADISON, Wis.—Dr. Jim Johnsen has withdrawn from consideration as a UW System Presidential candidate.
Regent President Andrew S. Petersen issued this statement:

UW System Regent President Andrew S. Petersen:
“It's disappointing, a dark day for the UW System.

“Dr. Johnsen is a fine person who conducted himself with professionalism and honor throughout the
process, during which he was unanimously identified by the search committee as the best candidate for our
system.

“We will work to identify and get through our immediate financial and operational challenges with the
pandemic, then deliberate on the next steps to conduct a new search when there is a better opportunity.”

H#HHH#

The University of Wisconsin System serves approximately 170,000 students. Awarding nearly 37,000 degrees
annually, the UW System is Wisconsin’s talent pipeline, putting graduates in position to increase their earning
power, contribute to their communities, and make Wisconsin a better place to live. Nearly 90 percent of UW
System graduates stay in Wisconsin five years after earning a degree. The UW System provides a 23:1 return on
state investment. UW System institutions also contribute to the richness of Wisconsin’s culture and economy with
groundbreaking research, new companies and patents, and boundless creative intellectual energy.
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