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Senator Lena Taylor Statement on Rittenhouse Acquittal  

MADISON –Senator Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee) released the following statement regarding the not guilty 

verdicts on all counts in the Kyle Rittenhouse trial. 

“Strong opinions and feelings will follow the acquittal of Kyle Rittenhouse.  Questions about the charging 

decisions, what constitutes self-defense, judicial behavior, and the undercurrents of race will likely fuel 

conversations, debates, and declarations for years to come.  While the verdict generated more questions than 

it answered, one fact is clear: today isn’t a victory for anyone.   

Today isn’t a victory for personal freedom, the 2nd Amendment or any other political “dog whistle” that some 

will trot out to explain what happened in Kenosha.  Today is just sad.  It is a sad reminder of the loss of Joseph 

Rosenbaum and Anthony Huber, the awful wounding of Gaige Grosskreutz, and the shooting of Jacob Blake. 

Rittenhouse and his family will forever live with the knowledge that he killed two people and non-fatally injured 

a third.  Like other infamous shooters, his life will forever be under a microscope.   While acquitted, the reality 

is that he will likely never be free of this horrific chapter of his life. 

Today, I also acknowledge the Black youth who have openly challenged the treatment of Kyle Rittenhouse.  I 

understand their struggle to explain why an AR-15 in one minor’s hands means something different, than a 

handgun in another’s.  I understand their frustration that claims of “self-defense” are often reserved for 

everyone else but them.   

For too many, today feels like another notch, in the rope of division that separates our communities and state.  

Today, we could easily become more entrenched, emboldened, and steadfast in what polarizes us as people. 

Yet, I encourage everyone to be deliberate in their peace, thoughtful in their response, and committed to the 

work to bring about changes that allow us all to be valued and respected.   
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