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WISN 12°S GERRON JORDAN AND MATT SMITH TO CO-HOST
“UPFRONT” PROGRAM

STATEWIDE POLITICAL AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS SHOW TO FEATURE
EXPERIENCED JOURNALISTS AT ANCHOR DESK

MILWAUKEE, WI (January 17, 2023) - WISN 12 is excited to announce that Gerron Jordan
and Matt Smith will be the new co-hosts of “UPFRONT.” The weekly public affairs and
political show, which is also broadcast statewide, airs locally on Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to
9:30 a.m. on WISN 12. Smith has also been named Political Director at WISN 12, due to his
unparalleled knowledge of Wisconsin politics and the latest political news. Along with their
new roles on “UPFRONT,” Jordan and Smith will continue to perform their anchoring and
reporting duties for WISN 12 News, respectively.

Originally launched in 2008, “UPFRONT” is an award-winning program that includes
comprehensive coverage of the latest Wisconsin news and politics, in-depth interviews with
key local and state officials, and impactful stories that make a difference throughout the state.
In addition to airing on WISN 12, it is also carried on other Wisconsin stations including
WBAY, WKOW, WAOW, WQOW and WXOW.

“Gerron and Matt are both extremely passionate about Wisconsin politics and important
events that impact viewers throughout the state,” says Jan Wade, president and general
manager of WISN 12. “Their intuition for connecting the dots between the latest political
news and how it affects people’s lives here is pretty unique. They work extremely well
together as a dynamic ‘UPFRONT’ Political Team.”

“Matt Smith’s reporting on Wisconsin politics is the best in the state,” says Matt Sinn, news
director of WISN 12. “He is relentless in both his pursuit of answers for our viewers and
holding politicians accountable. More often than not, Matt is breaking news during his
interviews with Wisconsin politicians of both parties. Due to Matt Smith’s experience and
passion for the politics of our state, we are also elevating him to the new position of WISN
12 News Political Director. Viewers will be seeing more of his essential political reporting
across all our newscasts in his newly created role,” adds Sinn.

LEADING THE WAY WITH IMPORTANT LOCAL COVERAGE
I
WISNTV 759 North 19th Street - Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53233 -414 342-8812 H Eeig,i!i‘ons'


mailto:shutchcroft@hearst.com

PRESS RELEASE

WwWisn.com

El/wisn1iz [Q@wisn1znews

Gerron Jordan began working at WISN 12 in 2021. In addition to being a co-host of
“UPFRONT,” he will continue in his role as weekday co-anchor of “WISN 12 News
This Morning.” Throughout his career, Jordan has worked in a variety of roles including
anchor, reporter, multi-media journalist and producer in Louisiana and Missouri. As an
EMMY award-winning storyteller, his work has been recognized by the Associated Press, the
National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences - Suncoast Region and the National
Association of Black Journalists.

“Gerron has endeared himself to WISN 12 viewers since his arrival at the station,” adds
Wade. “And, he has a proven political track record, as was evidenced when he joined 12
News’ anchor Joyce Garbaciak and Matt Smith during our Commitment 2022 political
debates.”

“From Washington, D.C. to Madison, politics and current events affect everyone. 'm excited
to work alongside Matt to bring complex, but important issues to our viewers in a way that's
clear and relatable,” said Jordan. “What makes ‘UPFRONT’ so unique is our mission to go
beyond the soundbites, unwrap the headlines, and dig deep into what these issues mean for
families, taxpayers, and people all around Wisconsin,” he added.

Matt Smith, who has covered Wisconsin politics for more than a decade, is an accomplished
political and investigative reporter, who has received numerous Emmy awards for
journalistic excellence and other honors including from the Wisconsin Broadcasters
Association, Milwaukee Press Club and Society for Professional Journalists. His unparalleled
reporting of Wisconsin politics often makes national headlines. Smith came to WISN 12 in
2019, providing important local coverage for WISN 12 News. He currently serves as the
executive producer of “UPFRONT,” a role he will maintain along with his new role as co-host.
Prior to working at WISN 12, he served as an anchor and reporter in Duluth, Green Bay and
Indianapolis.

“The biggest newsmakers in Wisconsin and the country appear on ‘UPFRONT’ knowing our
relentless pursuit for fairness, truth and accountability,” shares Smith. “On behalf of our
viewers and Wisconsin voters, it’s nothing short of an honor to be part of this program’s
continued tradition and rich history.”

About WISN 12 and Hearst Television

WISN 12, the ABC station in Milwaukee, is owned by Hearst Television, a wholly owned subsidiary of Hearst
Corporation. Hearst Television owns and operates 33 television and two radio stations serving 26 media
markets across 39 states reaching over 22 million U.S. television households. Through its partnership with
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nearly all major networks, Hearst Television distributes national content over more than 120 video channels
including programming from ABC, NBC, CBS, CW, MY Net, MeTV, Estrella and more. The radio stations are
leaders in Baltimore news/talk and rock music listenership. Its Hearst Media Production Group unit produces
original programming across linear and streaming platforms for domestic and international distribution. Its
Very Local app, free to download on household OTT devices and available across popular streaming services,
offers 24 /7 access to local news, weather and an array of local and regional programming. Hearst Television
is recognized as one of the industry's premier companies and has been honored with numerous awards for
distinguished journalism, industry innovation, and community service. Hearst Television is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Hearst.
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