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Wisconsin Bear Hunters’ Association: Price County Wolf Killings Highlight Need to
Reinstate Wisconsin’s Wolf Hunt

The recent killing of nine wolves in Price County by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
following verified threats to human health and safety underscores the need for Wisconsin to
reinstate a regulated wolf hunt.

The DNR authorized the removal of the pack after six verified human safety conflicts were
reported in the area between July 2025 and August 2026. The agency attempted nonlethal
deterrents, but those efforts failed to resolve the problem. The DNR also determined that
relocating the pack was not feasible.

The incidents included reports of wolves approaching people and homes at close range,
demonstrating the challenges wildlife officials face when wolves become increasingly
accustomed to human presence.

“When wolves begin exhibiting behavior that threatens the safety of Wisconsin citizens, the
state must have the tools necessary to address that threat before someone gets hurt,” said Carl
Schoettel, President of the Wisconsin Bear Hunters’ Association. “Any one of these instances
could have concluded in a much more devastating manner. The Price County situation
demonstrates why Wisconsin needs to manage its wolf population in the same manner in which
we manage all other predators- a well-regulated hunt. Lethal removal of an entire pack should
not have been the only viable option.”

The WBHA maintains that Wisconsin needs to reinstate a regulated wolf hunt as part of its
broader wildlife management strategy. A carefully managed hunt would provide wildlife officials
with a key tool in the management of the wolf population, enabling the state to respond to
changing conditions, and helping to maintain a balance between wolves, other wildlife, and the
people who live, work, hunt, and recreate in Wisconsin’s forests.

The WBHA urges Wisconsin’s state and federal policymakers to pursue a path toward
reinstating a regulated wolf hunt in Wisconsin. A responsible management framework should
prioritize public safety, use the best available science, and provide wildlife officials with effective
tools to manage wolf populations sustainably.



