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TODAY’S TALK

 My journalism background—why listen to me?

 State of broadcast/print journalism

 What is journalism, anyway?

 Who can we trust for information?

 What’s at stake?



15 YEARS OF REPORTING





THEN WHAT?



JOURNALISM STATE OF AFFAIRS?

Pew Research Center











Gallup, 2025



WHAT’S GOING ON?
• Bias?—NPR and Midwest (cows, Harley, Dahmer)

• Liberal vs. Conservative

• What is objectivity?

• Strive for fairness

• So many “information” channels



TRUMP EFFECT?

 "I would never kill them but I do hate them,” [Trump] said of 

reporters. “And some of them are such lying, disgusting people.”

 President Donald Trump

 Other common retorts:

 “Fake news”

 “Be quiet, Piggy.” (to a female reporter)

 “Liberal media”

 “Enemies of the people”

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/126456/notable-donald-trump-quotes-past-15-hours-or-so


WHAT MEDIA CAN WE TRUST?



FOUNDING YEARS

 Wisconsin State Journal--1839

 AP—1846

 New York Times--1851

 Washington Post--1877

 Los Angeles times--1881

 Wall Street Journal--1889 

 NBC--1940

 CBS--1927

 ABC--1945

 NPR--1970

 USA Today—1982

 WPR---1914

How are these different than Facebook, YouTube and Tik 

Tok?

• Standards!

• You can get fired or sued

• Reporters are actual journalists







“Comfort the afflicted and 

afflict the comfortable.”
 New York Times







WHO’S WATCHING FOX NEWS?

• "Fair & Balanced" (1996–2016) 

•  "Most Watched. Most Trusted."



LYING REPEATEDLY



FOX PAID DOMINION

$787.50 MILLION
Settlement agreement



“EVERYONE IS ENTITLED TO HIS OWN 

OPINION, BUT NOT HIS OWN FACTS.”

Daniel Patrick Moynihan

U.S. Senator, 1977-2001



WHAT IS JOURNALISM?

 Based on fact and evidence

 Credible sources

 Accountability if you get it wrong

 Fairness and balance



JOURNALISTS ARE LIABLE IF 

THEY ARE PROVEN TO HAVE 

ACTED WITH “MALICE” OR 

WITH “RECKLESS DISREGARD 

FOR THE TRUTH.”



HOW TO FIND CREDIBLE 

INFORMATION

 Read mainstream journalism

 Read/View/Listen to multiple sources

 Avoid partisan (left or right) talk show hosts who tell you what to think

 Never read unsourced “information”

 Think critically about what sources are telling you

 Is there an agenda?

 Is it political advocacy or journalism?

 Ultimately-

 What is our motivation? To be informed or to have our biases confirmed?





IMPLICATIONS FOR NOT SEEKING 

CREDIBLE INFORMATION

• Politicizing science

• How do we debate without 

a common set of facts?

• How do we unite as a 

country if we’re all in 

ideological camps?

• How does Democracy 

survive?

• What is true?



Implications





WHAT DO YOU THINK?

 How do you get your “news?

 What do you share on social media?

 Who do you trust?

 Questions for me?



IT’S UP TO US!

Will we be informed 

or manipulated?
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